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MILITA1lY LIAISON COMMITTEE
TO THE

ATOMIC ENERGY CONMISS1ON
P. o. 130x 3814

WP.F;HTNGTON, D. C.

octob~r 31, 1951.

Dear Mr. E’can:

This acknowledges receipt of yol]rletter of October 18, 1951.
As you point out, the I)epart],lentof Defense has indicated in
previous correspondence a des~re Lo do more In the field of
development of’p~’ototypeatomic weapcn::.

The question of time and opt~mllill use of’personnel and
facilities now avajlo.ble to the Department of Wfense development
agencies is of great importance. The assumption by the Department
of Defense of additional responsibilities for weapon development
will irlevitatly interfere to some extent with other current high
priority projects. UecretCal’yFoster is asking each of the three
Service Secretaries to I’CV~LCW his dc~artmcntal facilities and to
discuss the extent to which addition~l atomic weapon tasks might
be undertaken.

The Milital’y Li.a~.sonCommittee will fo].lowup th5.s~uhject
as a matter of pl’iorltyand will arranp;efor conlpetentmil:~tary
reprenentativcs to discuss informally and cxchanEe information
with your representatives on the combined capabilitiefi of the
Atomic EncrGy Cornmis:ion and the Department of Defense in the
~tomic wqapons f~eld. It is understood that the ztudy group thus
formed would have no offic~.alcapacity at this time, but it shol~ld
r,crveto cl.c’arthe way for formal proposals , after a determination
of policy by the secretary of Defenif: Yjasbeen announced.

Sincfrely yolm~,

/s,/]?obcrtLeBaron

Ro?>crt Lcliaron
Cha irman

Honorable Gordon Dean
Chairman, Uni.tcdStates Atomic
Energy Commi~sion
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