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Dear i, Tean:

Reference 1s made to your letter of 18 Dctobar 1951 on the
utilization of the Department of Defonse facilitles to assist the
. fto~de Enercy Comsission in the conducting of its weapcns program.
I'n amplification of my reply dated 31 October 1951, I wish to renort
that the Department of Defense is in accord with your nroposal for
the initial phase and has nominated as its represeniatives to initiato

s

discusslon and conduct a Joint study the following ofiicors:

Colonel A. W. Bebts, Ush
Captain T. A. Ahroon, USN
Colonel C. F. Damberg, USAF
Colecunel C. F. Ball, USAF (MIC)

The officers that I nominate above were carefully selected on the basis
of thelr pgeneral, tochnical and atomie energy experience. They will
a0t be the speeific represcntatives of their respoctive services, Lub
are considered lhe best gualifiecd and avallabie officers bo compile the
listinns we both desire. In this conmectinn, it is stressed that the
menprrs of this group are to complie information “or furihier zoblon

and are not 1o a poslition or authorized Lo make comaltments. While
eogentially a Tact fiadine board, 1 visualize that their report should
conlain amraopriate comwents snd recomuendations and mentisn should be
made of assoclated problems such as natural cleavape »olnts in weapen
desipgn.,

Av a joint mreting on 7 nwovember of the Commission, the Under
Secretary of the IBAP, and the Assistant Secretarics of the Army and
Navy, an area ol agreement was reached as 4o the status and operations
of this groun. As I understand it, the Jjoint eroup 1z to ascertain and
record insofar as rraclicable Iar our mutual benefit:
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a. The nature and seope of prosrams and specllic tasks
on which silitary aosistance s cantem,:lutm.l W the Atonle “nergy
Cormission.

b. Tho many Jacilities and lalenlo nithl
tary ne;m”'mnha which are teohnically suiiable and which mi '*h ‘Un
nade arailable to rendor sssistance denireid Ly thn Sareds

In addition to the information or dats Jdesired abova; I bed b
1 would e holpi‘ul for the proun to develop the sels c"ncornM i t‘m
taska currontly Lelny undertalen by the 1Mlitary Sor the Abonle Frere,
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Soncdanion and the rrocedires which are wied LD sceomplishing then
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Togureest that the Joint prowp sulall an nterim repert to our
roapcotive orvanizationg ags soon ag jracticeble 'mx,u wonld cubline
thelr SMoadings, comments and rocommendationg 4o lbe 8 well a2 their
nrojroted course Dop fubure aetisne I suegeeast .4.1»11, Colrael Ball,
woanang lvision, Ullitery Ylalocn C )ﬁ.‘:l'tau(‘f’ aetoag coordinater and
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