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November 14, 1951

Dear Mr. Dean:

Reference is [[ladeto yotirletter of 1!3October 1951 on the
Ilt~lizati.onof ttheL)cpartoientof Dcfencc l’acilitics to assist the
Atomic Energy Cumij,~ssion~.nthe condllc~i.n:;or its weapons proSram.
In amplification of my reply dated 31 October 1951, I wi.:hto report
that the Department of Defense is in a~cjl”dWi.t,hyoul’proposal for
the initial phase and has nomin~ted as i’~srepl>esentatives to
initiate disc~]ssion and c.)nducta ,jointstuclythe following officers:

co~onel A.W. J3etljs, IJSA
Captain T.A. .LllruonjUSN
Col]ncl C.F’.DamberK, USAF
Colonel C.F. Pall, LJ3A1+’(M1,C)

The officers tkiatI nominate above were carefully ~elected on the
basis of their T,cncral, technical and :~{.omitencr,~yexperience.
They will not be tilespecific IocpL’c:sc71L2t~.vf:s d’ tllcir respective
services, hut are considered ti~~best q~alified and available
officers to compile the l~istin~;swc both desire. in this connection,
it .isstressed that the mcjjlbersof tklis,~l>oupare to compile
information for further action and are not in a position or
authorized to make commitments . While ecsenbially a fact finding
board, I visualize that tkieirreport st~c~l~contain appropriate
comiflentsand recommendations and mention sliould be made of’

associated problerr~ssuch as natural clcnvage point:j in weapons
design .

At a joint mectin~~ on ‘(November or the Commission, the Under
Secretary of the USAF, and the Assistant Secretaries of the +’lrrny
and Navy, an area of a,greernentwas rcachcclas to the stat’usand
operations of t~,isgroup. As I understand it, the joint group is
to ascertain and record insofar as plmcl;:icablc~or our mutual
benefit:

a. The nature and scope of prcjyramsand specific tasks
on which rnilitar,y assistance is contemplated by the Atomic
13ncr~,yCommission.

b. The many facilities and tal~nts Within the tliree

m!.litar,yDepartments which arc technically sl~itableand
wlli.chinl.uhtbe made available to :“’OndCrassi:~tance desired
F)}ythe Comirrissj.on.

In addition to the information or data desired above, I
believe ~t would be helpful for tilegroup to develop the facts
concerning the tasks currently bei.ngtindcrtakcrrby the milikary
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for the IltomicEneL~,y Curer,,issionand the procedures which are
used in dccom~J1.iGh:ngt~lcrl~.
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