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Prior to theholdingof weapon tm s at ?hxl.wetokin the 3’pring of
l$14g, a danger area was established embracing @ area 200 nautical
miles east and west end 150nautical miles northand south,centered
on Enivetok. The areawas establishedby the StateDepartment
notifyingthe chiefsof all foreign diplomatic missions and by the
Atomic llnergy Commission requestingthe Chiefof Navaloperations
and the Air CoordinatingCommitteeto notifymarinersand airmen.
and itselfnoti~hg the generalpblic throughthe mediumof a
pressrelease.

Since our current planningcontemplatesthe re-useof Eniwetokas
provingground,it is considereddesirable from the standpointof

a

ptilic-r~ationsand securityto continuein forcethe dangerarea
beyondits present dateof expirationof December31,1948until
furthernotice, At the timeof establishingthe dangerareafor
194S$the StateDepartmentwas not willing to extend the duration
of theprescribeddangerareabeyondone calendaryeax. Thie
limitationwas degiredby the StateDepartmentin order to avoid the
international implicationthattheUnitedStateswas restrictingthe
freeuse of the high seas,and furtherbecausethe StateDepartment
desiredto avoid~ossibleadverseinterns.tiond reactions.me State
Departmentis now willingto concurin the indefiniteextensionin
pointof timeof the dengerarea. Theirwillingnessis based upon
their desire not to invite the attention of all nations annually to the
fact thatwe are using?j!niwetokas an atomicweaponprovinggroundand
alsoupon the fact thatnofl~vers$ international reaction was
experiencedas a result of,las$ yeamt ,announcementof the danger area.
The MilitaryLiaisonC,04&$t~ee1’h&~dicqted that theNationalllillt~
~gtablls~entc~nc~$~f&/~e cont~l~~ce of the dangerarea for Z3ZI
indefiniteperiod. .’~i ;.
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The indefiniteext&i~n@jh&dmger’~%&is concurred inby & ‘;
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Publicand Technical’\I~03!@&~y ,~e,~fceand the Officeof the (3en&)al. \
counsel. ., , ‘W’,“’.’)i :.,,..-,,f,, ,.,’ “%
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It is requestedthat tb;.~i’~qctorof the Division.of.MilitaryApplication~
be authorizedto proceedtith’effectingthosenotificationsneces$s~ to @
the continuanceof au IlniwetokdangerareabeyondDecember31,. l$148,fO~
an indefinite time in the future, .,‘.,
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