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The United States Atomic vnergy Commission today announced the organ-
ization and svafiing of the Commission's proving ground at Eniwetok for routine
experiments and tests of atomic weapons.

The scientific and technical operation of the proving ground will be
the responsibility of the Atomic nergy Comnission. These operations will
provide new fundamentel -dote and o broader understanding of nuclear fission
which will facilitote peuceful as well as militery applicutions of atomic
energy. The Commission's respongibility will be discharged by a scientific
group drawvmn lergely from the Los Alumos Scientific Laboratory operated for the
Commission by the University of Celifornic. Dr., Derol i. Froman of the Los
Alamos seicntific Laboratory will boe the Scilentific Dircctor of the proving
ground. Dr. Fromen will be assisted by Dr. Alvin C. Graves, deputy director,
and #r. Robert V. Henderson and Dr. John C. Clark, ussistant seientific
directors. :

Dr. Froman's group will operate under the Atomic Enorgy Commission
through Coptein Jemes S. Russcll, USH, of the Atomic Encrgy Commission Division
of uilitury Application. Cuoptrin Russell is rusponsible to the Atomic Energy ,
Commission for the vechnicnl operation of the proving ground. He will algo -
sorve s Communcer of tne Scientific Group of Joint Tasgk Force Scven. His '
deputy will be Colonel Peul T. Preuss, USAF, wlso of the Atomic cnergy
Commission Divigion of Militery Application.

Tho Seervtary of Defense has designoted Lt. General John HE. Hull,
Commending Geaoreld, U, 'S. Army, Pacific, ns Commender, Joint Task Force weven,
vhich is b prosent constructing the ncecssery fecilities end installetions
ot Bniwctok. Joint Tosk Force Hoven wisl sasist the Atomic fnergy Commission in
tiie conduct of routing oxporiments snd tusts of atomic weapons at the proving
grouud. '

Beor Admiral willioem . Porsons, USH, ond Major General vWilliam E.
Kepuney, UsaF, have beon designoted oo Depulics to the Communder, Joint Task

Force Seveur. Brig. Genercl Cloude b. Feroubough, USA, hos beon pomed Chig f
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Naval units of the Joint Tusk Force are under command of Rear
Admirul Francis C. Lencbrink. orig. Genercl Dovid A. D, Ogden, USA, commands
Army units of the Tusk Force. -Brig. Gonersl Roger M. Romey, USAF, is in
commong of Aix IForce units under the overill direction of Generol Kepnev.

Ao stated in the initicl ennouncement of the sclection of the site
of the provirg ground, all test operations will be under laboratory control
corddbions, with sceurity restrictions s regquired by the Atomic fnergy Act of
1946, :




