WD QyR027

- spT{cap IR

AEC 141/4

! 411144 .
August 7, 1950 COPY NO. 14

;@

ATOMIC ENERUY COMMISSION

ATOMIC WEAPONS TESTS - LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Note by the Secretary

i
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1. Attached for the information of the Commission 1s a letter

from the Secretary of Defense in reply to a letter (AEC 141/3)
from the Commission concerning future atomic weapons tests.
2, Also attached 1s a letter from the Chalrman, Military
Liaison Committee, regarding a joint survey of possible test sites.
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August 4, 1950

Dear Mr. Dean:

Since the pattern of events has overtaken the subject matter
of your two letters of July 13, 1950 with reference to Operation
GREENHOUSE and a suggestion for reexamination of a continental
test site for emergency use, I believe that the Secretary of
Defense's letter of August 4, 1950 in reply to yours of July 31
explains the status of the questions railsed in your two letters.

If, after you and the Secretary of Defense review this
situation with the President as outlined in Mr. Johnson's
letter, it appears desirable to initiate a joint survey of
possible atomic test sites outside the United States, Rear
Admiral Ofstie, Major General Everest and Major General Nichols
can be made avallable to work with the Commission for that
purpose.

Sincerely yours,

Robert LeBaron
Chairman

Honorable Gordon E. Dean
Chairman, U.S. Atomic Energy Commission
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