411469

SUMMARY RESULTS OF ENEWETAK/BIKINI ATOLL
VISITS

September 1974

DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PEZOPLE

On August 12, 1974, the Comunission coasidered and approved
recommendations contained in SZCY 75-81 lor cleanup and rehadiiiza-
tion of Enewetax Atoll and iastructed the staff to obtain comunents i
the Enewetak people. During the week of September 2, 1974, staff
the Defense Nuclear Agency (DNA), Department of the Interior (D@
and the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), met with the Eneweta
people and their advisors at Enewetak Atoll.

The AEC recommendations were presented to the Enewetak Council,
their advisors, members of the Congress of Micronesia, and staff of
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (TTPI). The DNA submitted
a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) which contains the AEC
recommendations as the preferred option. During the series of meetings,
there was ample opportunity for questions.

Additional informartion was presented on radiation standards and their
application to the radiological conditions ieading to the recommenda -
tion that Eajeni not be reseitlea at this time. A EC staif were asked
whnen magebi would secome nabitable again., The staff responded that

a precise estimate was noi pessibie aow, that natural decay would
reduce the radicactivity in the soii and plants to acceptable leveis

in 30 years, and that AEC would be studying the rate of reduction of

radiocactivity in the eaviroameant and within five years should have a
better answer to tne question.

There was a gL estion abour how the r:.nveb1 :)eO'wle were t0 bDe accommo-
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Representalives of AzC, DNA, aad DOIL. the District Admanisirator
oi the Marshall Islands, and the Fanewetak Council and their legal
advisors discussed the announced plan for 50 people to return to
Japtan Island nrior to cleanup. On July 18, 1574, DOI was advised
that while there was no contamination on Japtan Island, AEC does
not recommend return O.L ')eopie before cieanup and certification

because of 2 number 0of nazardous condidons known to exist ia oiner
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parts of the Atoll. However, AEZC would interpose no objections to

such return provided TTPI can assure effective measures to restrict
access to unsafe areas and prevent removal or transport of contaminated
sCcrap. terior did proceed to approve and announce the early return.

& list of conditions and restrictions for this return were preparad.
These included: (1} no visits to isiaands in the north, {2} scrap collection
oaly wiin permission of the TTXI Represen BE

tive, (3) visits to corer
islands 1n the soutn under coatb

at

o ’Lo the TTPI Representative, Tne
Japtan conditions and restrictioas were presented to the Councii. See
Attachment 1.

During a side trip to Bikini, legal advisors to the Bikini Council re-
quested a comparison of the predicted radiation doses for the Zikini
people and the predicted dose for the Enewetak people. The radiological
survey findings and decision to rehabilitate Bikini Atoll were reviewed.
See Attachment [I, Liverman to Barry, June 27, 1974.) The advisors
were told that the same radiation standards were used for both Enewetak
and Bikini Atolls. Food items such as pandanus, breadfruit, banana
and papavya, wiil se monitored {or uptace of radioactivity and coniribution
to radiation dose. Locally grown pandanus and breadiruit will not be
avaﬂable fior iour or {ive years. Banana and papaya will be available
swach earlier. »
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study is needed to answer gquestions regarding resettliement of
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riteria have been provided to DNA for cleanup of plutonium.
Add1t10na1 guidance is reguired on feasibility of reducing the
quantity of material recuiring disposal, e.g.. can plutomum be
removed from the contaminated scii, and what is the cost of such

action? This information wiii have an irmpact on tine method
chosen for disposal of contaminated material and therefore on
the cost of cieanup. :
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