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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY Of DEFENSE 

SECRETARIAT 
RECORD COPY 

IHTUNATIONAl $1CUllTY AfPAllS 

Or. Dixy Lee Ray 
Chairman 
Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, DC 20545 

Dear Dr. Ray: 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 2030\ 
2 3 JUL 1974 

In reply refer to: 
1-5931/74 

'The attached copy of the District Legislature's Resolution No. 
38 ND-1, "Expressing the displeasure of the Marshall Islands 
Nitijele to the Government of the United States for the treat­
ment of the chiefs and their people regarding their atoll, 
Rongerik Atoll", contains a concern over the 11 

••• radiation 
in the soil, the forestry, the crops and the fish in the sur­
rounding sea or to determine whether Rongerik is safe enought 
for them to return and live ••• 11 Consequently, a copy is 
provided as a matter of interest to your agency. Also attached 
is a blind copy of the Department of Defense response to the 
Resolution. 

Sincerely, 

1¥1 

411478 

T. J. BiGl7""J ~ 
r ,_ ;;}i:>ir3l, USN . - _ 
·n·~o~tor Ea~t Asia ~Pacific Re~iorr 
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRET ARY OF DEFE.NSE 
WASHl,NGTON, D. C. 20301 

2 3 JUL 1974. 

INTUNATIONAl ucu••TY AffAIU 

Mr. Atlan Anien, Speaker 
Marshall Islands Legislature 
P.O. Box 24 
Majuro, Marshall Islands 
96960 

Dear Speaker Anien: 

In reply refer to: 
1-5931/74 

-· 

I wish to acknowledge for the Secretary of Defense his receipt 
of the Marshall Islands District Legislature's Resolution 
No. 38 N.D.-1, 11Expressing the displeasure of the Marshall 
Islands Nitijela to the Government of the United States fpr the 
treatment of the chiefs and their people regarding their atoll, 
Rongerik Atoll 11 , a copy of which was fon•1arded in your letter 
of June 25, 1974. 

The question of determining if 11 
••• there is radiation in the 

soil, the forestry, the crops and the fish in the surrounding 
sea ••• 11 is a matter under the purview of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, and I shall forward a copy of your resolution to 
that organization for their investigation of this matter. 

Sincerely, 
T. J. Bi"'"l;y 
F~ar Ad~'-·l. USN 
Director, Ea~l Asia & Pacific Region 
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II MARSHALL ISLA!IDS ?IITIJELA. 

21ST REGULAR SESSIOU, 1974 RESOLUTION ?10. 38 
N.D.-1 

A RESOLUTIO!l 

Expre:rning the displeasure of the Marshall Islands Uit1jela to 
the Govern~ent of the United States for the trcat~ent of th~ 
chiefs and their people rc~ardin~ their atoll, Ron~erik Atoll • 

. . 
l WHEREAS, it is now twenty-five years since the United 

2 States tested a tor.tic and hydro Gen bombs; and· 

3 WHEREAS, the people of Rongerik kne'<t that the fallout from 

4 the testing on Bikini affected R~ngerik; and 

5 

6 

WHEREAS• during these twenty-five years, the Rongerikese _ 

people have not been able to return to Rongerik but have been 

7 living on various atolls such as Rongelap and Kwajalein; and 

8 -WHEREAS, the chiefs and the people strongly believe that 

9 during the testing of the bombs, the ashes which fell on Ronr,elap 

10 and Utirik also fell on Rongerik; and that the harm.done to thoze 

12 WHEREAS, the chiefs and their people lack any scientific 

13 lr~"lovrledge to determine if th~re is radiation in the soil, the 

14 forestry, the crops and the fish in the surrounding sea or to 

15 determine whether Ronr;erik is safe enough for them to return and 

16 live; and 

17 WHEREAS, although often by resolution in past sessions, the 

18 Mar~hall Islands Nitijela has expressed these feelings of the 

19 chiefs and their people, tor;cther with the D:!.strict Adclnistrator 

20 of the i.Jarshalls and the Hig~ Cor.unissioner or the Trust Territory 

21 of the Pacific Islands, to the Governr.tcnt of the Uni.ted States, 

22 !I no'.::hi.ng h::s co'.7'.e out of it; !10>r,. therefore, 
·I 

23 BE.IT RESOLVED by the Marshall islands Nitijela in its 21st 

2~ Rccular Session, 1974, that it hereby expresses its displca~urc 
'l <: ll .. _, 

26 I chiefs ,U1J their people regardinr, their atoll, Ron~erik Atoll; e~~ 

Ii .! 
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RESOLUTIOU HO. 38 
N.D.-1 

BE IT FUTITHER RESOLVED that this-resolution be the last 

resolution in the VinrshP.11 Island:! N:!t:!j~la !'eb!!!"dini; th:!.:: de:.i:-o; 

to urge the Di:itrict Administrator of the Marshalls, the Conr;res3 

of 1-ll.cronesia; the High Comnissioner or the Trust Terri.tory of 

the Pacific Islands, the United nation:i, the Secretary or the 

Depart~ent of Defense, the Secretary of the De?artcent of State, 

and the President of the United Stntes, to join forces and conv1nc 

the Conbress of the United States to make Bl:lends for-the dahlage 

done to the Rongerik chiefs, their people and their island in ways 

that t1ould yield a better living and settlement; and that the_ 

Congress of the United States appropriate $1,000,000 to help these 

people and their atoll accordinGly; and 

·BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if no action regarding this 

purpose is tal~en by the Congreus of the Un.1.ted States that these 

chiefs and their people proceed and take the matter to the World 

court; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies or this reso-

lutiou b~ sent to the President of the United States; to the 

Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate of the Congrc · 

of the United States; to the Secretaries of the Departu~nt of 

Interior, Defense, and State; to the Amabassadors of the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics and Peoples Republic of China of the 

Trusteeship Council of the United ifations; to the High Conmissioner 
I 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; to the P!'esident l 
of the ~enatc and the Speaker o~ the House or Representatives, 

Congress of Micronesia and to the District Administrator, !'.c:-s!"!~l:!., 

"·. l ~c~t ~ f'lcd · r' ·" 
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Bryant Zcb/&dy,_Le~islative 
. •_./ 

Sccre.tary 
\ / 


