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Dr. Dixy Lee Ray

Chairman

Atomic Energy Commission , .
Washington, DC 20545

Dear Dr. Ray:

- The attached copy of the District Legislature's Resolution No.
38 ND-1, "'Expressing the displeasure of the Marshall Islands
Nitijele to the Government of the United States for the treat-
ment of the chiefs and their people regarding their atoll,
Rongerik Atoll'', contains a concern over the '... radiation
in the soil, the forestry, the crops and the fish in the sur-
rounding sea or to determine whether Rongerik is safe enought
for them to return and live ...'' Consequently, a copy is
provided as a matter of interest to your agency. Also attached
is a blind copy of the Department of Defense response to the

Resolution.
Sincerely,
N
/ 377
T, J. Bigl3y \ o
p-~= famiral, USH
Attachments Director, Ea:,t, Asia & Pacific Regiom
als
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFEMSE -
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2G3Q1

23 JUL 1974

In reply refer to:
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS ' - l-593 ] /71‘!'

Mr. Atlen Anien, Speaker
Marshall Islands lLegislature

P.0. Box 24 -
Majuro, Marshall lslands .
96960

Dear Speaker Anien:

[ wish to acknowledge for the Secretary of Defense his receipt
of the Marshall Islands District Legislature's Resolution
No. 38 N.D.-1, "Expressing the displeasure of the Marshall
Islands Nitijela to the Government of the United States for the
treatment of the chiefs and their people regarding their atoll,

Rongerik Atol1", a copy of which was forwarded in your letter
of June 25, 1974,

The question of determining if '... there is radiation in the
soil, the forestry, the crops and the fish in the surrounding
sea...'" is a matter under the purview of the Atomic Energy
Commission, and t shall forward a copy of your resolution to
that organization for their investigation of this matter.

Sincerely,
T. J. Bieloy
Rear Ad-° -1, USH -
Director, East Asia & Pacific R;;ion
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MARSHALL ISLANDS NITIJELA

21ST REGULAR SESSION, 1974 RESOLUTION NO. 38

- N.D.=T

A RESOLUTION ‘
Expressing the displeasure of the Marshall Islands Nitijela to

the Government of the United States for the treatnment of the
chiefs and their peovle regarding their atoll, Rongerik Atoll.

- WHEREAS, it is now twenty-five years since the United )
States tested atomic and hydrogen bombs; and

WHEREAS, the beogle of Rongerik knew that the f?llout from
the testing on Bikini affected Rongerik; and

WHEREAS, during these twenty-five years, the Rﬁngerikese_
people have not been able to return to Rongerik but ha§e been
living on various atolls such as Roﬁgelap and Kwajalein; and

‘WHEREAS, the chiefs aﬁd the people strongly believe that
during the testing of the bombs, tﬁe ashes vhich fell on Réngelap
and Utirik zl1so fell on Rongerik; and tha£ the harm done to those
TWO 2rolls was also done to'Rowyevfh; =

WHEREAS, the chiéfs and their people lack any scientific
knowledge to determine if there is radiation in the soil, the
forestry, the crops and the fish in the surrounding sea or to
determine whether Rongerik 1s safe enough for them to return and
live; 2nd . '

WHEREAS, although often by resolution in past sessibns; the
MarshallnIslands Kitljela has expressed these feelings of the
c¢hlefs and thelr people, together witﬁ the District Admiﬁistrator
of the lMarshells and the High Cormissioner of the Trust Territory

of the Pacific Islands, to the Government of the United States,

nothing has come out of it: now, therefore
H o K s H

BE IT RESOLVED by the Marshall Islands Nitijq}a in its 21st
Repular Session, 1974, that it hereby expresses its_displeasurc

o the Government of the United 3tates for the treatment of the

(55

chiiefs and their people regarding their atoll, Rongerilk Atoll; 2=n
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RESOLUTION NO. 38
N.D.-1

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this-resolution be the last
resolution in the Marshall Islands Nitilela regarding this Qesirc,

>

to urge the District Administrator of the Marshalls, the Congress

|
i

of Micronesia; the High Cormissioner of the Trust Territory of °

the Paclfic Islands, the Unlted MNations, the Secretary of the
Department of Defense, the Secretary of the Department of State,
and the President of the United States; to Join forces and convinc
the Congress of the United States to meke amends for the damage
done to the Rongerik chiefs, thelr people and theip_island in ways
that would yield a bpetter living and settlement; and that the"
Congress of the Unlted States appropriate $1,000,000 to help these
people and their atoll accordingly; and ' '

-BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if no action fégarding this
purpose is taken by the Conéress of the United States that these
chiefs and their people proceed an& take the matter to the Vorld

'
Court; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified coﬁies.of this reso-
lution b2 sent to the President of the United States; to the
Speaker of the'House and the President of the Senate of the Congreg
of the United States; to the Secretaries of the Department of
Interilor, befense, and State; to the Amabassadors of the Union of
Soviet chialist Republics and Peopleé Republic of China of the
Trusteeship Council of the United Natlons; to the High Commissionerp
of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; to the President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representativsas,
Congress of Mlcronesia and to the District Administrator, MMershell

s
N
-

Certifted: [ o 0 ATy .
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Atlan Anlen, Cnealor
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Bryant Zebedy, Leplslative Secretary

/ r__~ W/




