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I attended tl-ie !Tleetinq cf the r!evada Plutonium Cornrr'ittee, in which C"iet 
sought advise on establishment of the subject interim values. Tlie com­
mittee resronsP is f;ictually reported ir the draft. ris t0 t 11~ suqq~sted 
approach, 1 !iave th0 followinq COl'!l!lents: 

1. l\n inti::~rin (1Uirle i c;, .'l number or nurnbPrs ON' usr::s until sooethin11 
bettE~r is avai1~bl'1 • ~!e need the guide novi. Tlv~ sugc:;ested ap­
proach. i.e., "approach the ooo~·· "evaluate existin<"! information," 
"explorf' ari:-as of reriuired futur0 rf'<;earch," seel"ls to droo the 
notion o{: int:Prb rui ck· in order to qo for 'dcfiniti v0 cui des or 
standards.'· I don't opt against such ar. effort. rath,~r sugqest 
that intPrk (11Jir'r:is sr.ould be based on v:hat is know~ no1-1. 

2. Cooreratirn 1·;it 11 the liOfl has 
data (from fielc expf'rirrients 
Ilevada). hit sud• .:i(!dHiona1 
interi~ numbers for AEC use. 
ship and :>et the nrecr0ence. 

been tri~d in order to ~et usablr 
such as plutonium scatt~rir.n in 
effort is not needrd to 9et 2~rly 

l\[C $' flUl'. 1 rr..:1vid<> the li:>J•:!er-

3. In my vich1, interfr1 qui(ks of two types ar;:' need·~d: 

a. For cleanup of n'c€'rrt accidents, i . .:: . • fr,~shl_;1 (fonositP.<1 Pu. 
The nurrbPrs 1t:ff1l d ::e in units of 'll!antit~1 of Pu ~"-:r unit 
area ant~ -3ctua1 valu("S would flMbat'lv bf' in th.:: raMe of 0.4 
to 11.r. h::i rPr snu;ire. l""•~ter for 230pu~ cxfJr0ssr>d ;is ~~ iw~rarye 
for an area. Choosinq the numbf>rs and assianinri :1 nroper 
cortPxt is :·nr" .:i ~atter of conscience '.-.:.·::n brains. 

b. For ckanut' of old debris like P.ikiri, '.\}~t;y Flats, irnd !ffS, 
quides should l~ expressed in terms of averaqe quantity of­
Pu rer rirarn 0f soil. Actual values w0ulct rrohably 1iP. in 
th~ rarqe fro~ 10 to 1,000 pCi/qr as an aver~qe value for 
z0ro to one iPch rlerth. Levels of Pu in soil :)elm.: one inch 
depth shoul(! c,"' considered case by case. 
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•1. Therr~ hl\ve been •,10rl<:ing groups on Pu standards in t:•e 1V\St and 
our files shmi mn1~erous meetiP.f"1S and 1JelibE>rationr;. Despite a 
nobel eff0rt on U,P p.:irt of at least 0ne ir H2adq11art0rs staff, 
we h(!Ve littlr> ir t~•f' 1<1av of critP.rfon for Pu fr soil. To Qet 
numbPrs (if thcv can be ~ot at a 11' fr on an i PteraQency riroup. 
1t10111d prrib,1~,1 :' toke a Yf.!ar or mor~ {th' FHr PfJ/~ for 131 I took 
that 10n0 'ls J r0r:211) .. 1\nd wouhl it r,.i'lil'' have the force 
of an agency like EPA. behind 1t or would Vv~y iqnor#?. the guide 
when in their :X.st interest to do "o? Dut, if l·'e were en re­
cord ~1i th nurnt,0rs, at lf'ast we woo ic1 Lave some point to work 
from. A l ar~ie /\EC/Contractor-based collT.1ittee would probably 
fair no bettPr tha.n a interaqency co:ndttf'e. 

5. In my vie\'' i11teriri riuides for Pu in soil, cou1<' be dev~looed 
by a srriall qrour v1ithir DOS, oossibl.Y three or four members, 
reportinq directly to you. The key nuestfon to l)e answP.n~d 
by this arouo viou 1 c: be : 

Is there a lPvel of Pu in soil aLove pn!sent world-wide 
l~vels tl•nt .v0u •o1oulc! be willinri tr- 11w• 1-iith ;,hrio with 
vnur fanilv7 If so. •·1hat l0v0l or 1cv0ir.:? 

Ti:e delibf'rr!tir-ns cnulcl oroceed from trilt ~oi11t. 

T'•e s::drit of tbe.s0 :!·~lit.:>rati0ns would 1~rr·l.;1 bn cuite different 
from that ir t~e fDf '<F;rHrir: f!rour '·'""re, t''nrc \i<;"f"C:· i!l1-::1•1s b•o 
facti C",;((~ cnr;c~)ti ~-:1~ .-;,!~t 'r1~,:" ''.:'ri'? ctnrrt~"~~ n:-· .. ~ .. ~}·,. 1 v~ :·:·! t!~c nur1br:-r Ur:'l­

thc ot!">0.r d~i\.-r:. Ftt~~. ·~Ii" •1u111!·F·r \•tou1t'. "~'n<·11·r """'<;t Jt or rPar a 
point ''lh'}r~ thf' fo;c."s •ipor it Her<" about equal . Tli 0 number sorie­
ti mes ended up where no onP. tri NI to put it. P" th~r th<tn f ini sh1 ng 
this Hori'. 1.11i t~1 aflenc1 ~:f:aff ir connl "t:e ()r riP.Jr cn..,l')1 r>V> accord. 
these working qrouo p(!001~ ended off at a poirt of rnaxinum antaq­
oni sm. i sometirv:<:. f< t t:f:~t t~1~ qr0at0st hna 1t:' ri -;L from 131 I 
\'ias to those •:1•,~, ~,,,,.,.,,, tr~1-irv1 to set t 1'\~ -::lti ,i0. ''~;it I ~<lvc su~­

gested is ciffor•:nt. il,~ i~, C0Ulr! i~ar'11y ~·0 •1r1rs0 th;in in thP past. 
The approilch r~lys ~~ i~~?~rity a~d (Onsci~~~~ r~t~nr tha~ on hal­
anci no f orc;;s of r:-,erson J 1 i ty and persuat 1 vr>nes s. 
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