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DRAFT MEMD, TOTTER TN PLOCH, CONCERMING ESTARLISHMENT OF INTERIM
GROUND CONTAMINATION VALUES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PLUTCNIUM,

I attended the meating of the Mevada Plutonium Committee, in which Chet
scught advise on eostablishkment of the subject interim values. The com-
mittee response is factually reported ir the draft. As to the suggested
approach, I bave the following cormments:

1. An interim ouide i<, 2 pumber or numbers one uses until somethinn
better is available. Ve need the quide now. The sugeestad ap-
proach, i.e., "approach the DOD," “evaluate existinc information,"”
"oxplore areas of required future research,” seems to drop the
notion of interim ruide in order to gc for "definitive cuides or
standards.” T don't opt amainst such an effort, rather suggest

2. Cooperation with the DOD has heen tried in order to net usable
data (from field experiments such as plutonium scatterina in
levada), but such additional effort is not neaded to cet 2arly
interin numbers for ALC use. AEC s auld nrovide the leader-
ship and set the precedence.

3. In my view, interin quides of two types are neadod:

a. For cleanup of recent accidents, i.2,, freshly denosited Pu,
The nurhers viould he in units of suantity of Pu par unit
area and actual values would nrobably be in the ranae of 0.4
to A0 Wi per sauare meter for 239Py cxnressed as an average
for an area. Choosing the numbers and assioning 2 oroper
context s morn a matter of conscience than brains.

b, For cleanur of old debris 1ike Bikini, Tncky Flats, and MTS,
_quides should be expressed in terms of average quantity of -
Pu per qram of soil. Actual values would probably 1ie in
the ranae from 10 to 1,000 pCi/ar as an average value for
zere to one inch depth., Levels of Py in soil bhelow one inch

depth should b2 considered case by case.
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1. There have been working groups on Pu standards in the past and
nur files show numerous meetinns and sdeliberations. Uespite a
nobel effort on the part of at least one ir Headguarters staff,
we have 1ittle ir the way of criterion for Pu ir soil. To get
numbers (if thev can be aot at all) from an irteragency group,
would prabably take a vear or more {the FRC PAG for 1311 took
that Tona as 7 reczll).  And would it reailv have the force

of an agency like EPA behind it or would thay ianore the quide
when in their best interest to do <n? Dut, if we were on re-
cord with numbers, at least we would have some point to work
from. A large AEC/Contractor-based committee would probably
fair no better than a interagency cosmittee,

5. In my view interim nuides for Pu in soil, could he develoned
bv a small aroup within DOS, possibly three or four members,
reporting diraectly to vou. The key acuesticn te be answered
by this aroun would be:

Is there a level of Pu in scil above present world-wide
levels that vou would be willina ¢~ Tive vith alona with
vour familv?  If se. vhat level or Tryais?

The deliberations could oprocesd from that noint.

The snirit of these deliborations would 1itelv be anite different
from that ir the RO uarbing aroup whers thepe vore alvays tee
factione competing ~rainel nne another, ane shoyinn '
the other dovr, Thns . e sumber would Tingl1y vost at or near 3
noint whore the forcns upor 1t were about equal. The number some-
times ended up where no one tried to put it. Pather than finishing
this vort with aaency «taff ir comnlete or near comnlete accord,
these working group people ended off at a poirt of maxirum antag-
onism. 1 sometimas £:7% that the greatest health pish from 1311
was to those who wore Trying to set tha quide, hat T have sug-
gestad is difforent. tut 1% could hardly Lo unrse than in the past.
The approach velys an int2arity and consciznce rather than on hal-
ancina forces of rerscnility and persuasiveness.
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