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Chairman kay 

THRU: General Man'8ger 

EWEWETAK PROGRESS 

This Is In response to Mr. Gorman Smith's ll!lemOranduw. of 'SepteMber 21. 
1973. to Mr. Hollingsworth. 

For the past year. the AEC h~is been Involved with the Oep.trttaents of 
Defense and Interior In planning for the return of Enewetak Atoll 
to Its original 1nhabltaats. from October 1972 to Febrll4lry 1973, 
the AEC conducted an extensive radiologic.al surwy of the ato1 t 
concurrent with a Depert•nt of Defense (DOD) eft91neerlng study. 
This ltudy and our survey wl 1 l provide a n.sls for plann1nt the 
c:le,anup of tho •toll. Furt"-er, the 000 and the Oepart;((l8rtt of Interior 
(001) are jointly preperlng a stng1e Dreft Environmental l~act 
Statement (DEIS) for the cleanup .-nd rehebllltetlon of Enewetak. 

These activities arc derived from a mutual •9r~nt reache<l by 
representat 1 ves of the three agenc I es on Sept~ber 7. 1972. ft was 
agreed then that the AEC would fund for and conduct a pre-cleanup 
radiological survey and provide reeommen<tat Ions for acC()f1'lf>l hhlng 
cleanup; th.st the DOD 'W'Ot.lld conduct• pre-c.1-..nup engineering study, 
fund for e.d acccmpllsh the cleanup; and that the DOI wnu1d fond, 
p1et1 for, ettd carry out rehab I l ltat Ion. It was further ~reed that 
the AEC. on a rehabursallle basis, wi>uld provide radiological support 
to the OOD, as requested, during the 'leanvp OTHJr•tl®. When cleanup 
ls complete. the AEC will carry out a radlologlca1 and biological 
vertf leatlon prograM to Include ,,_rlodtc ~1torlng for an Indefinite 
P•rlod. 

Our radlologlc:.1 survey Is now the principal AEC activity and will 
provide the basis for the judge!Mnts and recoramendat Ions for c:1Mnup 
and retwib111 tat Ion now being pre,,.red for Coim'1lss Ion awrova 1. The 
Manager, Hevada Operations, with lll's Radlochet!i'ilttry Olvblon leader 
as his technical director, planne-0, organized, and carried out this 
survey. The reduction of dat• front nearly ~,500 samples of soil, 
water, fish. sea and land plants, atr, animals. and blrds h now 
nearly complete with the flna! report of the survey scheduled to 
be published November I. 1973. 
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The I lfestyle of the E.newetak people wl 11 be described ln detat l 
in the radiological 1u~y report. Calculations of exposure to 
post•cleonup residual redlo.etlvlty, tf any, will be based on 
this lifestyle. Further, the preparation of the lifestyle 
description has served to Involve the Enewe.takese ln matter• 
affecting their return to t~lr homeland. They M:w been most 
cooperative and oager to Hiist AOt only the AEC work but long­
range plennln9 by the DOD •nd DOI. 

The Director, Division of S1omedlc:.a1 and EnvlronMOntat Researeh. 
has organized a ~adlolo91ea1 Assessment ~evtew ~roup which Is 
cOl!tpOsed of Individuals not directly tnvctved In the survey 3nd 
which wilt oversee and guide e.ve1uetlons of the turvey. The 
nv..mbers of thh group are: Or. N. f. 86.irr, 01 vh Ion of Sfomed I cal 
end ~nvlron~ntal Research, Chatrn~n; Mr. T. f. Ketraw, Otvftlon of 
Operetlona1 Safety; vr. a. Sh1eJen, Public HGalth Servt,e; 
Dr. C. l. ~~aver. (r.v1ronmenta1 Protection Aqcney; nr. ?., 8. Leaehiwtn, 
DepartNant of Defense; Dr. P. F. Cus Uhetn, Argonn~ rt11t Iona 1 Laboratory~ 
Dr. C. f::. Rlc.Miond, Los At.w1os Sdentlf'1c L&boriitory; and Or. A. H. 
Seymour, Unfver~lty of ~ashlngton. This 9royp has been revte.wlng 
the adequacy and suff ic: iency of the survey data. snd thef r work 
Ii now nearly complete. 1t ts e.xpccted th.at recomrnendat font of 
this group will be gcner~lly favorabln as ti'> the coro;plc:te.nc~u of 
the survey report. 

Th- Otrec;tor. Olvluton of Opcratlonta1 Safety, ha1 for";ec a T~sk 
Group to p rop.l)re the reo:llnuended Judgements and f6C01.,r.1t1.mdtl t tons 
for COl'!ll!lhs ton approva 1. Thi G Task Group hal bt!eo work t n~ wlth 
the NV and LLl staffs c.losest to the surv~y as well as knowled<~e:tble 
AEC staff (DMA, '1SER, tl\.MT, DRS), lrturdl{;ency staff (DOO, !:IOI, 
EPA), and advh.on (TTPI, UHL}. The50 rec.or:t~ndatfons and jud1ltil',m1:mt•• 
to be 'orwerded for th.e COltfl,\ltslon•s cons1dorotfon by Dec.ember 1, 1973, 
w1tl be 11rntted to radtologlcal considerations and will Include: 

a. Rec.oiai'!l#ndatlons on whether thG radl.nlon onv1 ronmcnt of 
t~ atoll Ii .aceeptable for pemaoent nablt11tlon; 

b. Actions which provtda for radletton d~se rcduc.t1ons 
throu~1h alterations of the erwtron~nt; 
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c. f'racttc.al <tJvice and ~uidanc€> tm llvln'} ll~btts; and 

d. f"o1lo<v-L1p ectloos to be taken Sttl::sequeot to cle<>nup 
•nd r~h&td l i ut Ion. 
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