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Your memorandum of September 15, subject as above. has been read with 
great interest. 111c plans for the survey, analysis, and assessment 
have been formulated by the September 19-20 'meeting along the lines 
you have suggested. Your staff at tJtls meeting made knmvn the major 
points you discu.-;soo, and, where possible, these points l-:ero i..11corpora.ted 
into the planning cff ort. Further, your drift phm for the survey was 
tilnely, well conceived, and provided the I~~vada Operations Office with 
the basis upon which to mount the field. effort. 

Aloong other tJungs discussed at the September 19-ZO meeting was the 
organization for the conduct of tl1e survey. This organization reflects 
my message to Mr. Gates of September 13 that t..'V was to plan, organize, 
and conduct the raliological f icltl survey of Eniwetok. This directive 
was quite explicit in giving t-N the leading role in the fiel<l effort 
including t1lc authority to select personnel. to accomplish t.l-ie task • 
.Anticipating this directive, Mr. Ggtes on August 25, 1972, requested 
that Dr. r.atzcl furnish N.V with an .indivi<fual ,,110 could act as t..""1e 
teclmical director for the Sl1rvey. Dr. Ratzel subsequently assigned 
Dr. W. E. Nervik as this individual. 

At no tine have Mr. Gates or I, explicitly or ~licitly, assigned LLL 
or any other laboratory the leading technical role in t.l\is sunrey. 
Tirls role remains with }.;.V and I co..11temµlate no change. ri.is, in rey 
view, is the best approach for this field effort to tak~ in or.:!er to 
achieve the objectivity a."'ld credibility of data Ratherin~ you address 
in parar:raphs 2 and 3 of your mcrornndum.. In short, para1;niph 4 of t"lat 
100raJrandummisstates a fact in th.at no laboratory has been assigned the 
lead teclmical role for the clea."Ulp or survey of Eniwetok. 
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As you know, Dr. Nervik on behalf of ":-i'V has been assembling the best 
qual,ified and available 1:cn to conduct this survey within the tirr~ 
calStraints imposed by my directive. Among those offered a position 
in this survey are 1.n.·s • .t;. E.' Held and A. B. Seymour of the University 
of ·w'iashington. It appears that both will participate in varying degrees. 
In addition, tho full co0tc>eration of lW has been directed to assist 
Dr. C. ilichmond of LA.SL in obtaining measurements of body burdens of 
plutonium, as requested by your iremorandum of September 15, subject: 
H~asurement of l>ody Burdens of Plutanil.Dll. 

Your advice and experience in the teclurlcal aspects of this survey 
are quite welcam and will continue to be solicited as are inputs 
from ireubers of the lJi.vision of lUorr.edical and l:.nvirorurental E.csearch. 
I am particularly gratified to note that Hr. i'k:Craw of your di vision 
will be able to participate actively in the survey. Obtaining the 
best survey possible is a desire we all share. Cne of the many facets 
for adtleving this is maintaining the integrity of established lines 
of responsibilities. fUlother is to contL~uc to effect ti1e responsibilities 
of the tedmical divisions of tnis Headquarters sud1 as are identified in 
your mmorandura. I believe we are doing this. lmy sug£cstions to correct 
discrepancies in sud1 areas will certai.11ly be welcane at any tir.e. 
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