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Attendance 

MINUTES 

Advisory Committee for Biology and Medicine 

May 18 and 19, 19.51 

The twenty-seventh meeting of the Advisory 

Committee for Biology and Medicine was held at the 

University of Rochester, Rochester, New York on 

May 18 and 19, 19.51 with all members of the Committee 

present. 

A TTEND;.IJ CE 

M12mbers of Committee Dr. Alan Gregg, Chairman 

Staff of A£C and 
Division of Biology 
and Medicine 

Visitors 

Dr. E. W.Goodpasture, Vice-Chr. 
Dr. Detlev W. Bronk 
Dr. Ed;mr~l A. Dcisy 
Dr. Elvin C. Stakman 
Dr. Curt StE..rn 
Dr.Joseph T. Wearn 

Dr. Shields Warren 
Dr. John C. Bc:gher 
Dr. Walter D. Claus 
Dr. Charles L. Dunham 
Dr. Paul B. Pearson 
Dr. Max R. Zelle 
Mr. Howard c. Brown, Jr. 
Mr. Beverly Thompson 
Mr. Robert Tumbleson 
Yirs. Frances R. Montgomery 

Dr. D. s . .Anthony 
Dr. Henry .J.... Blair 
Dr. William F. Bale 
Nr. Merril Eisrnbud 
Dr. Harold c. Hodge 
Dr. Joe W. Howland 
Nr. Carson H. Jarvis 
Dr. H. M. Rozendaal 
Dr. J. Newell Stannard 
Dr. J. H. Sterner 



University of 
RochE:ster, 
Ji.EC Project 

Mound 
Laboratory 

Minutes of 
MEeting 
March 9-10 
1951 

Report on 
Research 
Projects 
(Official Use 
Only) 

FRIDAY, MAY 18, 1951 

Dr. Henry A. Blair, Director of the AEC project 

wt.:lcomed thE: Committee to the University of Rochester. 

A planned itinerary which includE:d an inspection of the 

various laboratories impressed the Committee with the 

importance and quality of the research being undertaken. 

The Comrni ttce cormn(;nded the site-planning and the 

construction of the building which houses the project. 

Dr. D. s. Anthony, Director of the Mound Biological 

Program reviewed the progress that has been made during 

the past year at the laboratory. 

Dr. H. M. Hozc;ndaal sumrr.arizt.::d thE biological 

program of the Knolls Laboratory. 

~,;, TUid),~ Y, MJ~Y 19, 1951 

The Chairman convened thE: meeting at 9;50 a.m. 

The first order of businLss presented to the 

Committee was a discussion of the minutes of the 

meeting held at the ALC in Washin~ton, D. c. on 

Har ch 9 and 10, 1951. The minutes were approved 

unanimously upon a motion by Dr. Wrarn and Dr. SteITI. 

Research proposalsapprovcd and declined since 

the meeting held in January urere discussed by Drs. 

Pearson, Dunham, Claus and Zelle. In connection with 

this discussion, and to facilitate the study of the 

work being undertaken on the projects, the Committee 
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re.commended that the subject of research be more 

clearly defined hy specifically describing the work 

of ea.ch project. They also rGcommcndcd that in 

reporting contracts :renewed or apprrived that such 

contracts be listsd in thi:: following ordc:.r: nE:w 

projects first, followed by rencwals;within the new 

and renewal category, list the: projects in order of 

priority, and projE.cts which show the: most promise. 

It was stated that this information would be valuable 

to the Cammi t tee in rt. viewing the: list and ·:rill afford 

Uil m a mcthod of approach in thLir review. It was 

further r0cornw,ndC:d that after the invc!:.>tigator 1 s name 

it should be indicated prE.cisdy whcon: th1o work is 

l>eing undertake:n, i.c:;., UnLvt.rsity of California, 

Berkeley or Los h.ngelcs. The Cornr1-i_ttee stated also 

that it should be indic2ti::d on the list of proj cc ts 

whether or not the investigator is conducting any 

graduate work in connection with his AEC contract. 

They fd t very strongly that this is thE.: chief justi-

fication for off-site research work. 

(A list of these projects is attached 
to the minutes as ~ddendum #1) 

The Col11JTlittee concurred in the action of the 

Division in approving the above projects, and they 

were of the opinion that proposals were declined in 

accordance with general policies of the Division of 

Biology and Medicine. 
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Industrial 
Medicine 

Dr. James H~ Sterner outlined the Industrial 

Medicine Fellowship Progra~. He stat~d that there 

were two Fdlows in the program this year. Fifty-two 

inquiries and thirty applications for fellowships 

have been received for the coming year. Eleven 

individuals havt bsen accepted for the progrrun and 

sight Fellowships awarded. He stated further that 

it appeared desirable that training be broadened to 

include other schools besides Rochester and Pittsburgh. 

This has been done and the eight accepted applicants 

nrc now being distributed b6tW(';E.-n '.fo.rvard, Roch6ster, 

Cincinnati ar,d Pittsburgh. .Uduca.tion in thl:C field of 

occupational medicim. now consists of one year of 

;icadcmic :md clinic:il training: and one ye:3.r of in-plant 

training. Ho immediate change is f orccast in the 

prt"sent h.o -year progr::un bt:CE'USc of need in the fit::ld 

for next year or two. Dr. StE:rncr was of tht. opinion 

that in the near future ft.llowships should be l:xtendc.d 

to a three-year term' and then ~n o.pprovcd course should 

lead to certification in field of occupational medicine, 

prepared for publication in "Diplomate" listing the 

advantages of a car8cr in industrial medicine. 

The Committee was in agreement with the recom-

mendation made by Dr.Sterner that there should be a 

rotation of Chairmanship of the Fellowship Committee. 
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Review of 
Progr'.1..ms .:md 
.h.ctivitic:s of 
Division of 
Bicloi:~:r ~nd 
Mm.iic_;_m, 

Dr. Warren advised t'-ie Cornmi ttec that the House 

;,ppropriations Commj_tte<:o had re:ccommcnded a reduction 

of ~2,362,000 in the F.Y. 1952 Burlgi.::t of the Division 

oi' Biology and Eedj cine. He stat~d that this reduction, 

if not reinstated, would rsc,uire curtailmc:nt of the 

basic research progn.m. It ~;as his opinion thc.t this 

rt~duction by ti1c: House W<l.S a:i.mGd '.l t s0-c,:;.J led "peace-

time research'' as diffcrcnt"2-~.Ld from programmatic work. 

~he Committee 'W'lS dt...cply co~ccrncd over the 

ru.iuct ion and its implications. 

,'.>.ftcr a full discussion titc r~onr•1i ttce strongly 

r·-2COfil.TJ1CDrlE-d th1.t '.l StU.tCirtl nt SlJOulrJ Uf. ;JI nt to the 

Commission urging them to t:ikc wh!ltcvcr action is 

ncc0ssary to insure t!lc full accorr1plishment of the 

Division's fund8mu1t'.ll prognun for F.Y. 1952. 

Grants-in-Aid Mr. Brown reported on the rclr~tivc <'.l.dvilntagt::s 
vs. Contract 
Form of Prop· sal and disad•nntagcs of the Gr•.nts-in-,',:id contrcicts as 

~ystcms for conducting basic rcssurch. J,ftcr discus-

cion, th1~ CornrnittE;e re:comrncndcd thc:t the; contract form 

of propo.s.~cl bE:- continubd because of its flE:xibili ty, 

its similarity to a Grant-in-fcid, c.nd the: appropriate-

ness of the tE::rm 11 contract 11 with respect to the 

CoillJ1lission's mission. They further recommended a 

uniformity in its administration throughout ;,EC areas 

and install~tions. 

- s -



Nominees­
J,dvisory Com­
mi ttse for 
Biology and 
HE::dicinc 

A,±.omj c Bomb 
~lt . ...,..y-=---­
Commi ;:;si on 

The Committcoc considerC:d the nominees to take 

the place of Dr. Detlcv w. Bronk who is retjring as 

a member of the Committee at the; end of the fiscal 

y,_ar, 1951. It was thE: recommendation of the Committee 

t1n t an appo:intm,nt should be proffcrE::d to Dr. 

Gioacchino Failla of Columbia University, effective 

.July l, 1951. 

Dr. Bugher summarized his re;nort on his rcct:nt 

visit to the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission operating 

o.t Hiroshima and N.:J.g:1saki, J~pan. The re;port covered 

conferences with most of th0 staff mcmbE-rs and a 

:c.urvcy of ::i.11 tl1e properties or.med or under the control 

of the Commission. The rcconun0ndations made by Dr. 

Bugher for the continuance of the program are as follows: 

LECOMHEi~Dl_TICNS: 

1. Continue the fundamental progr3l11 for both 
i-iiroshima and Nagasaki on the basis of the operating 
hudget of I.pp(~ndix I of the report. 

2. Place the authority and the responsibilLty 
for the field operation in the hands of the Director. 
Jecidc thL bro:id scientific objectiv0s and general 
policies at the W.:i.shington llwGl, but, leave the details 
of application to the discretion of the only individual 
competent to mJ.kc the decisions: the Project Director 
in Japan. 

3. Build two additional structures at Hijiyama 
for scientific services, two BOQs for male and female 
. .'..mcrican personne:,l, and one BOQ for Jap:mese msdical 
personnel. Plans and estimates have been drawn at 
the level not to exceed $400,000. 

4. Upon compl~tion of the new buildings at Hijiyama, 
centralize all functions at the laboratory and discon­
tinue mass commuting to Kure and Hiro. All activity 
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at Kure, such as dependent health, could then be 
discontinued. It is recognized that some families 
for thG pres<;nt would haVE, to rE'main at Kurc(North Camp). 

5. Consolidate the depJrtments into tho organi­
zational plan proposed by Dr. Grant Taylor; that is, 
fivE divisions--adrninistrativc, clinic.:il, laboratories, 
pathology, and technical services. 

60 Replace American clerical personnel by Japanese 
Faticnalc or re-instated J,mcrican citizens as rapidly 
c-.s possible consictcnt ·wtth contrci.ctual obligations. 
'!'he Amcrir:an clerical pE.rsonncl would then be entirE.;ly 
supe:rvi.sory o 

7e Leave any assurances to Japanese staff con­
cerning research time to the discretion of thl Director. 
Japanese st.:filf needs basic training and is not yet 
cor;petcmt to do indepf;ndent resc:'.lrch. 

8. Continue the adult and pC'diatric programs, 
hut confine them to ths most highly irr2Xiiated popu­
lations at Hiroshima ['1nd lfagasaki. 

9. Through constant contact with the hospi t2.ls 
and clinics, screen tbs two populations by observations 
of significo.ntly ill persons. This procedure will 
permit the recognition of important disturbances of 
low probability and o.t a minimum of cost. 

10. Encourage ~nd support the local Jap2nese 
activity in vital statistics to m:tintain a check on 
thL: cl:inical observations. 

11. Greritly incrc;asc the activity in pathology :J.t 
both Hiroshima and l''ngasaki, utilizing and assisting 
the facili th,s of NngaE:aki Mcdic:il ::c.hool, :md developing 
the interest and cooperation of the Japanese Pathological 
Society :1lonp: the linE:s 3.lrcady ini tiatcd. 

12. Terminate the studies on the growth and 
development of children under Dr. Greulich's program. 

13. Dis continue irrelev<ln t departments such as 
surgf"ry, and obstc tries o nd gynecolof,JI. 

14. Continue operational association with the 
National Institute of Health, but also establish an 
assocfatj_on with the Japan Science Council. This may 
be initi:ited by the National Academy of Scicncrn. 
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Greenhouse 

15. Obtain from the Japanese Government (thrrugh 
NIH following termination of the OccupJ..tion) partial 
support of the projject in th~' form of income tax 
8xemption for J:Jncrican professional staff, rail trans­
portJ.t.ion, P.nd duty exempt.ion for importing scientific 
cqnipncnt and personal effects of staff members. The 
yen values of these facilities should be accounted as 
a direct contribution by the JapanE..sc Govcrnmm t. 

16. Maintain both financial J.nd scientific 
planning five yc3rs in advance of current dc1-tes. 

17. Sj_mpJ ify the Washington administration, 
setting up an Executive OfficBr Clnd a combined NAS-hEC 
J'.dvisory Committee. Establish a group of consultants 
who would also be responsible for sug~csting candi-
dri. te s for staff positions. ThE: dct1.il8d accounting 
c·m be done at Hiroshima so that the W1shington 
accounting function would be th3.t of audit. Purchasing 
activity could be handled by the; New York Operations 
Office. 

The Cammi tt<~c GXpressE:d cnthusio.sm over the 

r(;port =~s thr_~y fcl t it was an outst··mding document 

and a fine analysis of the progr21ll. and agrccd tho.t 

certain phases of the work in Japan shm:ld be contjnm.d. 

They further rf.commcndcd that this ;:,ction should be 

forwo.rdcd to tll'.. Commission for their consider at ion. 

(f. copy of the full rGport is on file in the Division 
of Biology :md Medicine.) 

Dr. Warren led a brief discussion on Opcrn tion 

Greenhouse in which Drs. Pearson, Dunh3.m and Bughcr 

participated. Commendations were t:xprcsscd of tho 

efficiency with which Dr. George LeRoy c,u-ried out the 

biomedical program. .Ii full report is expected to be 

available about August 1st. 
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Sub-Human 
Primates 

Fellowships 

Dr. Dunham reported on the Sub-Human Primate 

study nnd stated that the National Cancer Institute 

has an advisory committee on radiation biology which 

have been appoinh:d by the NIH to assist the Nai.tionail. 

Cancer Institute with the selection of reseairch 

projects for the sub-human primate study. The Committee 

is composed of: 

::lr. JOBnes H. Sterner, Chairman (Unjv. of Hochester) 
Dr. Andrew H. Dowdy (Univ. of Culifornia, Los i.ngdE-s) 
Dr. Leon J,:.::.coLson (University of Chicago) 
Dr. Jo.Paul Quigley (Univt:rsity of Tennesst:e) 
Dr. h.u~,tin Brue,~; (!~NL) 
Dr. J .. :!:.,. Br·1cctt(Consult:mt) NYOO 

Dr. Pearson sumrr.:irized tlK Fellowship program 

since its inception in 1947-48. He stJ.ted th..:t 650 

fellows ~ad beE:n pivcn aw'lrds which included fellows 

in the physical sciences as well as those in the 

bioloe:ical and n:edical scienct;s. 

It was the St;nse of the commi ttE:e th'lt the Fellow-

ship progr~ill1 h~d mitcrially aided the Commission with 

their research pror,lr.ms by training young scientists 

for work in the 1:1bor:ltories a.nd institutions. 

Th'C. tr:msft;r of th(:; F8llow:ship program to the 

Natiom.l Science Foundation was discussed. The 

mcmbGrs of the committee were in agreement th~t such 

a transfer would be advisa.blc at the close of the 

academic yc,'U' 1951-52 with the exception of Industrial 

Medicine Fellows and Health-Physics Fellows who need 

speciJlized training in AEC laborQtories. 
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Absence of 
Members 

Next 
~ing 

ADD1NDUM 

Dr. Gregg ~nd Dr. St~rn advised the Committee 

t11at t:1cy would bE out of thE.: country until the spring 

of 1952, and therefore, they -urould be unable to 

att<;;nd any mu:otings until th::it time. 

The next m0eting of the Com.~ittce is sch0~uled 

to be hdd ilt the ,.:2,C in W'lshington, D. C. on 

Septe~ber 7 and 8, 1951. 

#1 - List of Projects ( Page 1 throuF,h 22) 
#2 - Lettc:or to Ch:drmc..n, Ji.EC from ChairmJ.n, JiCffi{ 

(Pages 1-2) 
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