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HI NUT ES 
ADVISOHY COMHIT'l'FJ~ FOR BIOl.OW AND M~DICINE 

Septeraber 7 and 8) 19 51 

The 28tl1 meeting of the Advisory Comr.1ittee for Biology and Medicine 

was held at the Atomic Energy Cormni0sion in Washingtcrn~ :U ... Co on September 

7 and 8, 19.Sla 

Attendance 

Minutes of 
Meet] fig of 
May l0and 19,, 
1951 

Members of Comrnittee Dre E~ W~ Goodpasture, 
Vice Chairman 

Dr., Ed~a.rJ. A. Doisy 
Dro E,, Co Stakman 
Dr., J., T0 Wearn 

Dro Go Failla attended the meeting as a consultant 
DrQ Alan Gregg and Dre Curt Stern were Tu.~able to 
be present 

Dh ision of Biolog~,r and 
}1cdlciie·---

Visitors 

Dro ShieldE: Wxcren 
D-r·.. John Co Bugher 
f:!' .. Charles Dunha"Tl 
I:ro Walter Clau.s 
Dr. Paul Pearson 
Dre- N<. E. T:::>lbc:ct 
Dr~ Gordon Dur..ning 
Dre Forrest Wester!! 
:Cr. Gcor.r;o A~ :J.ardie 
Dr. Hr1rold Plough 
r.r., Robert Corsbie 
Hr. Lo Joe Deal 
Hre Robert O'Neill 
Mr,, John Simons 
Er,, Robert Butenho.:.f 
lfr .. Rich:ird Johnston 
Mrs o Frances Montgomery 

Dro George Ve LeRoy 
Dro Herbert. Scoville, Jr~ 

Lto Colonel Go I:io HcDonnel 

The;; Chairman convened the meeting at 10: 00 a.:imo The 

f~st order of business prescntad to tho Committee was 

a discussion of the l"linutes of the meeting held at the 



Report on 
Ees6arci1 
FroTects 

National 
Science 
Founcfat'i on 

University of Rochester, Rochcster,11 New York,11 on Nay 

13 and 19; 19.510 The lrlimites were approved unanimously 

unon a motion by Dr., 'vhnrn <md Dr~ Doisyo 

The 1Jic8 Chilirrna'.1 welcomed I'r ~ Fai~U2, w!~o h::-id been 

Dr .. itJ;_;_r-r-en introduced the new st:Uf mc:;;1bers, wrJ.ch 

inch;.ded l<iro RobGJ..'~ Le Corsbfo, Chi•.::; of tl1e Civil 

DJfense I.iaison Branch; Dr. J-1:1:::-old Plough.? Ji.ssist~mt 

Chief of the Biology &anch; Dro Forrest -deste:rn and 

Dr, Gordon Dur-illinr, of the Biophysic~> Br:-:ncho 'I'he 

Commi tteu was era tifi·:;d to lc:arn th"tt those won are 

l·Jn.ders in thc~ir ::.·cspecti vc fields ~c'1d 1:ill m1_;e:t vcr;; 

i:r.portnnt :weds for tho staff~ 'l'h~y furtllLr commended 

Dr. W::.rrcn for assemblinp; such a fin•.:; csro1.1l-'~ 

Thi:.) contractual research progrmns$ tot::>.linp; 106_, which 

W·Jre approved durinr, June, cTuly, cn1d ;mgust, :•s well 

as those projects which were dl)clin-'d.11 WE-ere reviewed., 

It was tlle feelinc, oi' the Com:tlttec that the proprams 

-:ire progressing satisfactorilyo J... list of projects 

is attached as ftddendum ://1., 

'l'ho Committee eoxpressc·d concern over Dr,. Warren's 

r·.::port on tt.e N:.tional Science Foundation with respect 

to the action of Tho Cone:ross in thu proposed cut of 

its appropriation to $300;000., Dro Warren stated that 



.,,,,. 
-3-

unless there is some restoration, the NSF will be non-

e~dstcnt as a functioning orgo..nization cmd they will be 

un--1..blo to take ave:;:- thu ,·,Ee Fellowship Progr'.lffisa He 

further advised the Comr,iittce that tho !.EC is lunding 

every Gffort to assist the NSF in order thd the 

unclassified portions of the Fellowship Program may be 

tr:::msferred to it both from the DiviL>ion of Research 

nnd the Di vision of Biology and Mcdicim; o 

D:c,, Bugher cricnted the Co:cil:littec on the conforoncos 

that have been held both w:.th the Comnission :~nd with 

Dr,. Berkner and his ~;taff since Dro Bc:--lrner 1 s nppoint-

ment as president of LUio Thi~ question of o-.rerhcad 

compensation to be paid AUI for its n;o.n:cgeri3.l services, 

as well as discussions of this subject before the 

Commission, were reviewudo ·whether tho goner:i.l overhead 

of i•UI shall be audited by ,'>.EC will r0c;.11irc ::idrninistr3.-

t-ive determination by the Comnission. IJot·withst::mding, 

the Com.'-:ri.ttoe cxprGsscd thumsclvGs as being in favor of 

boing as liberal as possiblt. in fi;.;cal ;md administra ... 

tive matters with tho universities that aro heading up 

the National Laboratories in various sc;ctions cf the 

country, because 1:ithcut tlr.t associ::i.tion 3.nd without 

an agreeable sort of association, tho full potentialities 

of these programs will fail. 



Civil Defense 

SECRET 

Radiological 
Wa:d'are 

I':r. Co1·sbie rovj_uwc:d the civil defense program, 

c:npb:isizing tho lic,ison i;-orl·: tlw.t is being carried on 

with the Fodor::i.l Civil Dufcmse Adr.1inistro.tion, the 

D3p-i:.:tmcnt of Defense~ ~md other :--.8tJnci;s. Ifo also 

r.:;po:::-ted on thL:: Fr:;C.sr~.tl Civil Dcf'-;nso ;.dninisti·:ition 

orcanizatioa,, its progr.::i:ns, r.::icli-::tion detection ir1stru-

EL;nt p:rogr.,_11, crite:ria of desicn for protective 

construction; and AEC personnel shel'!,cr program... Tho 

Conmittee displayed much interr:;st in th,; ~r'.mge;ncnts 

th:1t -w1.:;re being rrnde for ti10 FCD:i. to pcrticip'.1to in 

t:18 forthcoming tc.:sts in Nev::.cb, ~md alco the pLms trut 

It was bro·,1ght out in tho discussions tlnt the gr•>'ltest 

nel!d is for s omc decision to be nLde .:;.t :in e'.lrly dat.o 

by the Civil Defense c:mthori tfos tlnt will ~uid0 the 

states in their purch3.s8 of s:1.tisf.::ictor:r instrvmcmts, 

:J.3 uell 3.S give them gencr::1l iiliorr;ntion for use in 

their mm localitieso 

Dr. Sco'Jillc rGVicwcd the present st~:tus of ti1e 

f:.~idiolot;ical 1'Jarf2.re probl0m :md st.J.tcd that since thG 

IJo:y'E.S p2ncl had disb:mdnd, coordination i3 bcj_ng c ;,rried 

on jointl~1 by the DepcirtP1ont of Dcf,mse :mcl the ;,Ee~ 

HG stat(.;d that the present progr.::i.rn is .'.l.imcd at obt::iining 

inform::i.tion for the weapons system ovaluation t;roupo 

The inforrr;dion as to the feasibility and the usefulness 



of RW aG a weapon was given to the Cor.111littee in 

Dr. Ha:r·die presented a resume of bis invcsti~:dions 

of the u3e of the polygr2.ph, or th() ::::o-c~llcd fflie 

de;toctor'i, at Oak Tiidge. He adv'isc;d the Cor:nitt0c that 

it. has been used for pro-e:-:iplo;c/m'Jnt scr;_;cn:.ng as c:.n 

adjunct to security considc;rations in :i portion of the 

sunsitive operations 2t Oak Ridgec It was the view of 

the Committee that a further study should 1Je m:>do to 

ev::.luate the f-:.ill capci.bilities and limit:1tions of thv 

instr'J.'Ti.ent before considc::ring Comr:ission-wido rn3C.:o 

Budget - Dr., W:trre:n ~nd Dro Bngher reviewed t1'c budgets for the 
~9~;1953 

Dhision of Biology and Hedicine fer the fi;:;c::i.l yco.rs 

1952 and 19530 In this connection, tb.:::ce c::nsued 

considerGble discussion ov0r ct tcmtc:.tivu item for 

H04,000 placed in the 1953 bm:get for pn;;lir.linary 

2rchitecb.iral and design studies for a i:ing to t~1e 

p-~rrr.anent medical center at UCL.il.u Dr. Bu5her stcitc:d 

that it was proposed thn.t the 1:in[; would cost 0.prJrw:i-

m:1tGly ~;l, 9001 000 c:.nd it w:is to bu u:::;ed t.) house tho 

Ji.EC research project~ '2_'he qu\..~stion w:-,3 then presented 

cf whet~cr or not the; CorrJnission, :-:s a pol:.c:y, wisL.ed 

t:J engage in large-scale construction c~t the sitc:s of 

university contractorso It was the sense of the 

Committee that the :lliC should r.ot construct buildings 



or units to house atomic energy research projects on 

univorsity campu.scso 

!n connoction with the proposJ.l from UCLJ,, tho Committee 

W'.tS of the opinion that th:; Univorsi ty should fin::ncc 

t'.1u cost cf the constr;1ction o.f' tho buildinc :ii' it is 

dcterJ:llirn;d thJ.t one is rotp1ired for housing the 1\EC 

project~ The request for funds for thuir research 

project would then b-:; evrclu.2.tGd e::'.ch ye:-:.r -::.s all other 

p~oposals are ovaluatcd by the Rcse::.rch Conrrnittec of 

tho Division of Biolor:y ::':nd 1"i0dicirn_:" This st~~tcmcnt 

r2c;ardins the construction of buHrlincs on university 

c1mpuscs reiterates tho vic-1rn of thu Cormnittcc :is stated 

at. thdr ffi,Jcting of September llJ l'.)1+13 o 

Greenhouse DrG LeHoy provldod the muotinz, ~dth :m ovt;rall evaluation 

of the Gre:cmhouso expcrim:...:nts from the mcclic'.11 st.~ndpointo 

It was D.r1 important contributicn to the rat;etingo The 

Co!iu-nittee agreed that :it the: e::.:.rlicst possiblJ cl·:te 

tiiese binmodic<.l results should receive wide dis'tribution 

en :in unclassified (or declass:Lficd) basi0 to medical 

schools and civil defense org::miz.::ttions so thc:.t it i~ould 

be useful in their triinkinc; in probl8rr:s of thi.: car8 cf 

atomic bomb CJ.sunl ties and civil ('cfense rn:,ttersc 

In this connection, the Comr.1ittec voted unci.nimously to 

rocomrr.end that 11Shot E.'.lsy" ("Greenhouse") be declassified,, 

Hot0: A copy of the proposed ::uI1lJTiar;r of the Biomed:Lcal 

a -



Buster o.nd 
J'-lnCl'le--- ... ,~.,-

f,rgonne 
c-a;~:-

H"osPTfa1 

Progr::i.m is available in the files of the 

Division of Biology o.nd Meclicineo 

Dro Claus reported on the Divisionls interest in the 

series of tests to be tF,ld in I-Jev::.da_. with p::irticular 

c:mphasis on the responsibility of tho Division of 

Biolo(':y ::md t·ledicine in assuring r,:;diolo13ical sa.f1...;ty 

to both p~rticip.::mts o.nd surrounding popt:.lations. 

Discussion followed on ti1e program for country-wide 

observation of radio::i.ctivofall-out~ In connection with 

these activities.9 2. film depictin3 the large-s··jale 

explosio:J. by the !ir;ne:d Forces ::i. t Du3:way, Ut2hJ was 

shovmc 

Dre Dunham led o. brid discussion on the status of the 

i.rgonne Cancer Hospital o.nd o:~· thl: overall resea::::-ch 

program to be und.ertciken thore~ The Cor:m:itte8 w:ic 

p:trticularly in1pr0ssed with tho studies on th; cff i:~cts 

of spleen shielding :rnd such tbings as rq~en0ration of 

bone m:1r:'ow followir ... g .whole body r;.ldi::.tion o.nd the 

studfos of individu1.ls from Elgin St:;..te Hospital who 

have received radium th0rapoutically s0vcral yc::i.:rs aeoo 

1\. report will be r::a de at a l:i tcr cbt c to the Cornni t t cc 

on the work being undcrta.k.:m at tllu Hospit."ll in 

c0njanction with the Uni vGrsity of l:hicae;o. 'l'ho building 

is expected to be :roady for occupancy ii.pril 1.1 19510 

(Bccm:.sc of thu recent fire at the l:ime::itone plantJ 

occupar.cy is not CX'iJcdod before June 1, 1951) o 



Atomic Bonb 
Casu3.l ty 
Corlli,ii ssfon 

Sub-human 
Prilnate'S 

Dro Bugher advised the Comlilittee of the recent 

developments of ths ti.r.::cc progrJ.mn The Co1'1Ini ttee Wc'ls 

ploased to hear thJ.t confidence has been restored in 

tho p;roUp Who 'cTC working ~lg'tinst groat odds in cfapGno 

This h1.s been expedited in part by the form::.i.tion of a 

joint advisory cor::mittce by the Nation::l Acade:ny of 

Sciences to iron out its problcmso The joint advisory 

committee consists of Drg .Bronk serviI1g as chdrman 

without 3- vote; Dro Warren representing the Ji.EC, with 

Dr. Bu~;hcr as bis alternate .9 also without votinr, 

privileges; and Drs,, H:istings, Wcarn, Goodpasture, Curt 

Stern, Wintc:mitz.9 Fred Hodges, and Wilburt Davison. 

Tl1is Committee is to be :lSsistcd by a. Sub-Comrnitt::::e on 

Inplcmentation composed of an Executive Officer ;yet to 

be appointed; Dr. Hardie from the Division of Biology 

and Medicine; :tru.·~ Neid from the N3.tion3.l .Ac::idc;~w of 

Sciences 2.S fiscal ac;ent; ;c.ncl Mr .. Merril Eiscnbud fror. 

the: New York Op;_;rations Office (which a.drlinistcrs the 

contract)• Tte Conmittce cor.unendcd Dro Bughcr for his 

outstanding effortG and accomplishments in assisting to 

est3.blish the pro3r'.3.m on u. firr:1 footing .. 

Dro Dunham cxpl3.incd the probler.:s that are confrontine 

the Division, as well as the u .. Sa Public Health s~rvice, 

in getting the sub-human primate studies underway. He 



Next 
Meeting 

.iJ..ddendum 

-9-

pointed out that two projects already huve been set up 

with NC= funds, and the Subcommittee on Radiation 

Studies of the National C::mcer Advisory Committee has 

r,c;viewed and accepted sevcru.l addition:1l proposals. He 

stated that it had not been detcrmin'-'d just which 

pl"oposals the AEC should accept for support fror:i the 

$250~000 which has been set aside by the Division of 

Biology :md Nedicine for this etudye In this recardj 

and after considerable discr:.ssion, it W.'.l.S the feeling of 

t;10 Comr.1i.ttee that the Divh;i0n of Biolor,y and Medicine 

should not comnit all the funds until the Subcommittee 

on Radi:ttion Studies holds its nc·:x:t mul;tinr; and the 

Division has had c:n opportunity to wcir,h the merit of 

the proposals submitted at that time. 

Tl1e next me etine of tl1e Comrai t tee was schGdul ed to be 

hl:ld in IJas Vegas, Nevada, with no specific date or time 

set for the meuting., 

#1 - Li::>t of R.esearch Proposals Accepted c:·.nd D<,climd 
#2 - Ltr to Chm; AEC, from Vice Chm;1 ACEM, reporting on mte., 

of Septo 7 and 8, 1951 
fl. Chrri, :1.EC,-acl<-J'lOWl~~g--, 

ff'i'.E'Sr 


