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HEADQUARTERS 
JOINT T .ASK FORCE SEVEN 

WASWNGTON 25, D.C. 

J-3/ tJoo. 'f :i ~ 71'i'-1 

Dr. Alvin C. Graves 
Scientific Director, JTF SEVEN 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory 
P.O. Box 1663 • 
Los Alamos, New :.~exico 

Dear Dr. Graves: 

411776 

Inclosed is a copy of my report on the recent trip I took to 
the For\'lard Area and the Far East in the company of Lt Col Slater 
and l~ajor Robinson of the li.ir :·leather Service. I feel that you 
will be interested in severa:l. of the items discussed. If you have 
an:,· coJ1111ents, l \'fOuld certai:l~' ap)reciate receh'in_: :.he.:n. 

i:n :.ine with our conversation on 28 October, I will advise you 
of the results of my talks with l.Jr. Eisenbud regarding the use of 
the constant altitude balloons for cloud tracking. It appears we 
may have a workable and usable system which is reasonable in cost. 

I certainl~· enjoyed the visit with you on ;·1ednesdv night anc! 
hope to see you soon. 

1 Incl: 
Report on Trip 
to Forward Area -.. 

Sincerely yours, 

c. D. rmoT 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
Chief, ".leather Branch 

0 8133 



Report on Trip to Forward Area 

AC of S, J-3 Chiet, Weather Branch 

1. Il:ST ALLATIO!.'S VISITED I 
~ ,, 

..... 
~<! USARPAC < CI::CPAC 

:20 Oct. 1953 

.1 .... 
Det.achmont 11 AF Cambridge Research Cent.er, t.beeler AFB 

I/1991 

Hi.eh Conlld.ssioner Trust Territories Island.a or the Paci.tic, Honolulu 
S7th St.rat Recon Squd:ion, Hicka:ci AFB 
U. s. .. eat her Bureau, Honolulu 
No.val Station, Kwajalein 
Roneerik Atoll 
Eniwetok Iala.nd 
Parry Island 
Bild.ni Atoll 
AF Typhoon · .. arn:t.'lg Cc:ltcr, .\nd.cr:lon .~3, G'Wll:l 
54th Strat Rceon Squadron, " " " 
214Jrd Air .. eathcr i."inc, Tokyo 

lOSALAMOS 

lllil!ll I 
, 01761869 

To coordinate preparations tor CASTLE weather eel"rice, to ascertain it 
adequate p!'Ocre.ss is being made to set up the C . .WTLE weather servico and to brier 
Tarious col'O'.Ulders on the weather service rcquira:ients &nd preparations for c:s::.: • 

.'.3 C ... "~ u ··1~ ..... ~ • u •. ..,_, ~ ·~·1-0& 

a. Preparations tor C~TLE weather service az-e progressing mrc:..1cly vel.l.. 
1.;o major action iteas are pend.ir.g at the present time. Almost all items were resolved 
on-the-spot .Ii.th individual.a concerned. 

b. The undersigned traftl.ed. 'Under the authority ot TO #136 dated 25 AUc."USt 
1953, and was accompanied b7 LtCol H. H. Slat_. and NaJ F. F. Bobirulon. Copies ot 
their t.rip report• are incl.Med. ~ three or us vim.tee! all of the &ban listed 
installations in Haw.111 lwaj&lein and ad.wt.Gk. Maj Bobinsoll a1m daited Kuaaie, 
Majuro and Ponape in the line with bis desire t.o W1'n'.1 the oonditions at. all or the 
ov.t]31.ng weather ialanda. Lt.col Slater accompanied • on t.o Quam and To)qo while 
Maj Robi.naon returned t.o Hickam and the u. s. 

c. Ot part.icul.ar interest w.a a rlait to USARPAC ~ere Dr. C. E. Palmer of 
Detachz::lont l, AFCRC, Dr. Graves, Gen Fielda, Lt.Col George H. Duncan, Cor.ma.nder or 
Detaclmont l, AFCllC and the \Jnd.eroigned visited with Gen Clarkson concerning the Pnte­
Pal::ier report.. It was decided that Dr. Palmer and Dr. GraTes \.JOuld go on record 
otfic1all7 as to their teellnga regarding the rate-Palmer Report; Dr. Pal.Der Dade it 
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SUBJ::CT I Report. on Trip to For.i&l"d Area 

olear that he was t.ho author or cmq tho ft.rat, t.., ~_.. ot t.he report.J that 
be desired to go on record u such, and u well, to .t.at.e vbat. the aenral 
Hl"1ou editing a'l'Ol'S WN tat. appeare4 1n the tJ.Di.abed report.. Dr. Palmr' 
wot.ea w t.o Dr. Grafts on t.hia ratter. Dr. Grnes 1a to follow 11p on this 
., u to make it a att..r ot ottic:1al l"800rd. 

•· weather-w1ae, t.h• U- 8pd vi.th the peopla at. I>et,acbment 1, ~c 
as the mat. fl"uit.tul.. D.t.a11ect and acec r1twNiw diacwsaions were bid with Dr. 
Palmor, Col Dmu:an and other llllllbera ot tJte Mtaea-mt. The eaciplet.e oourse or 
1ndoctrinat5.on ot t.he 'heather Centnl P4114meJ. vu ap-eecl upon, and it is JV 
teeling th!Lt it io an tad.~ wll t.boupt oat am comprebamiTe course. It 
waa concluded b7 &1.l concerned that due t.o t.he tut t.ha.t all abota vere during 
darimeaa, prior to dcq break, it would be._ lllHU'7 to pel"tona an uptjnd 
apecial weather recormaiasance tlight jut. prior to each detonation. It. vu 
telt thr:.t bet.ter uUHzat.ion could be go.i.."'led b;r' pertormir4': the nor::nl routine 
vaather reconnaissance missiorus or two night.a per cl4'r tbl'ouf):lout the ent.ire 
pol"iod or operations J at least this procedure wUl be used at first.. This waa 
the ?U'ticul.ar re~ ot Dr. Pal.s:mr a1nee he telt that the vW.Ue to be 
gained froc. a reconnd.aaance mission during the hours or darkness was question­
able a.~ dubious. 

e. 1-:Z.. Frank A.. ¥.et.cali, High Coa:::issi.oner, Trust Territories lsla.nda 
of t.ht. i·acific was r.ait.ed concaming eat:abliabmcnt or o\11'" outJ..ying weather 
stai.ic:-..:s on 1al&nda under bis control; be gaye us COl;)let.e a.."ld unst.intcd a.asiat.­
ance and coopera!.ion. He -.s eo 'Yel"Ji. cooperatiTe that. upon reachins; t.he outlJ'ing 
isl.md:J, it was tound that t.here were ttN probltlCIS 1"ft"L11nin.:- to be solved, at 
least coordination-wise. 

t. Courtesy viaits vore paid t.o Sta.rt Aerol.ogiat, CI:.ci:Ac, CIC, Fleet 
~;eathcr Ccnt.r:U &t Pearl Harbor and }z. Gordon D. Cart,t.rl.ght, OlC ot li.onolulu 
.. eat.her Uureau. Mr. Cart.•·lright. is 1n charge or t.he prose:Atq established 
.. eathcr ... 'Uroa.U Station at Ponape. He could tol"'esee no probl.sz ir. a,:::ain es~ 
lishin.;: our st:..t..iona tor CAS4LE. He did Rg;;eat. that I visit Dr. Reichelderter, 
Chief, u. s. \-:eath01" Bureau here 1n •·a.ah1n&t-on, concend.ng delineation ot 
respor.aibil1t.1ea and disposition o! obsern.Uona durir.g our t.emare at Ponape. 

I• Tbe 5?t.b St.rat. Beoon Sq'llild:Na bad m major probl.ama to discuss. 
Reconnaia•ano• t.l'Uka to be "!~ daring t.h• operaUon were diacuaed. and decided 
apon b7 all ooncemed. These·Vaclca w:lll lMt oontd.derabq •'mplitied 1n oom­
parlaOn to t.hoM 1Ded in pnd.ous t.esta. 

h. All pwBOnnel at. the Naval St.&Uon, 1-jale1n were 11>st. cooperatiw 
and helptul.. Adll1ral Club am capt Soo7 pract.icaJJ.y pl.aced all the tacU1tiea 
of' their st.at.ion at our disposal. They tu.miahed transportation to all t.he out­
lling isl<lma in a most oc.?lendable manner. 

~ 
5srn PJ!Rt hflblt.Jfl lb.I 
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1. The trip t.o ~ngerik A.toll is diacussod. in F.a.j ncbinson 1s report. 
'!'bis V>'-S a mat 1.nt.ereat.illg visit to an wlinhabited island. 

j. Col Lahti and Col St.a.rkeJ' at !:m.aet.ok were also quite cooperatiTe 
and help!Ul. Fac:Uitiea tor the weather oent.Nl wre inspect-eel and tomld t.o be 
IMlaquate. I Tinted ld.t.h Mr. Bard1aon at. PU"l7 to tind if there wre &117 dis­
arapanciea 1n the weather Hl"fice being ott.-.4 to t.ha H&.N people. He telt 
tbat it -.. adequat.e. I aleo Tidted BS 1d n4 am tnnd the wat.ber aenice at 
that locat.ion &1.ao to be adequate. 

k. TM uaiat.anca required ot u.t.ber pereormel on Gum vu obtained. 
The T1Pboon .~armng Cent.er 1dll tu.rid.ab • with oc-t&iD watber d&ta and t.119 
S4t.h st.rat. a.econ Squadl'on nu aaaist 1n their normal l'O'&ltine reconna1uance 
actirlties. The Fleet ~'.'.eat.her Ce!lt.ral. at Oum: can also help, if they are need.eel. 

l. Col James T. Tvaddell, Jr., Cdr 2l43rd Air ·.-.eather :1c.E; wc.s contact.c 
concerning receipt 01· &1l3l1'aos and toreC3.St.s tra:i the Tokyo ·,.,cathor Central in 
the TF "noather Central. These item he agreed upon Srrnediat~ b-.it. there is a 
problem as to facsimile t.rarumission bat'.ll'aen ':olcyo and .:.rd.wctok. lie took tbia 
to be a matter tor bis o'W?l solution .n.nd consequentq relieved us o: a.7 f"urther 
responsibility on this problan. 

m. On the retum t.rip throuch Honolulu, cert.ain of the individuals 
lllbo wore o~ Ti.sited were &rain contact.ad a.nd nrbal roport.s given to them 
as to what transpired during our visit in the roniard area. 

a. That the Chier, u. s. · .. eat.her Bureau be contacted concerni.ne the 
u.eo of rcnape (thia b..1.s bean done and all matt.er& tulq resolved, sec D? to AC 
of :,, J-3, subject& "Conference at u.s. ·~.eathcr Jureau re Trust Territory '.:eather 
Staticns, dated e Oct 1953")• 

b. That t.he up.wind special. weather reconna.1.aaance night not be 
planned and that normal dailT reconnaiasr.nce be used in lieu the:oo.f. 

c. That the tacsimil.e broadcast .trmi. 'i'o}qo to r..n: .. etok be itiproTed 
Ct.bis matter 1a being reaolYed in the tield by Air · .. eather Service And A.ACS 
pereonnel) • 

4. That BAIBOKO and. .. cuaTISS, u w11 u the FSr.r.s t.ake oert.a1n weather 
obaenat.iona during the oourn ot t,he epmia.t.ion (t.hia -.ttv bu been reaolTed 
With era 1.3 and tho reqv.1rfaant 111 pres~ 1n our OpPJan 3-5.3). 

•• Tbat a lsttma ot appreciat.ion be W"it.t.m to Adz:draJ. Clarke at 
Kwajal.ein apressing the thanks ot t.bis headq~ers tor bis cooperation and 



-
aseistance during tb1s visit (A dra.rt letter baa been torwarded (through AC of 
s, J-3) to Gen Clarkson tor bia ai.r,na.ture). 

t. That urta1n kq personnel 1n t.he Air ituther Ser"rice be 1nvit.od 
u ot£1c:1&l obMrnn or Tiaitore during the ooune ot Operat.1on CASTLE at. 
Eniwtok. It. ia ~ part.i.cu.lar]¥ that. 1YJGen ~;. o. Sant.er car Br1gGm 
'l'bomu s. Moorman, Jr., Cdr and Deputy Cdr ot t.be Air Weather Sarri.c:e an4 Col 
Jams T. Twdd.U be im1ted. 

g. XuT it.- nre diacuaaed. and l'90QlllW¥tatione lllllde ~ t.bmJ 
all were 801'1"8d on-the spot ld.th the people conc:ern.l. 

S lncls: 
l. l ti.'1.erary 
2. Lt.:;01 ~l..'\ter report on 

trip to forward area 
:; • ~ :aj 'iobiraon report on 

.)ur\"~;." tri? to ;..-..t~..: 
· .. ~.:it:icr Islands 

-:- .. 
•· 

c. D. ll.>lam 
Lt.Col, USAF 
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DATE PLAQE • >:ODE OF TRAVEL 
rs;p Dep: AndNwB il'B GoTer'111ZlCnt. Aircraft. 

Arrt Kirtland AFB 1605 
Depa l1rUand AFB 17S5 Go~ .u.rcraA 
jrra Travia AFB 20SS 

7 s.p Dept Trari.8 .&Fl ooso Oovwuw1t A1Jivaft 
Arri Bomlnln ft JOJO 

13 s.p Depa BonolDlll TH l600 GcmirtDent ilrcraft 
Arri Jolalt.on Ialand 1900 
Depa Jom.t.on Isl.and DX> Qonrmsr& Aircraft 

ll&aaational Dat.e !.1m 
15 Sep Arri Kwaj&l.ein 0340 

Dep: ICwajalein 1100 Qovernment Aircraft. 
Arr: Roagerik 1230 
Dep: P.ongorik 1400 GoTerment Aircr:U't. 
Arr: l:.niwet.ck l:I 1530 

l8 Sep Dcp: Enilo'etok !:I 1200 Goverr.mcnt ilrcr;.:.ft 
Arr: K..-a.jalein l.4lS 

19 Sep Dep: K\:ajalein 1400 CiOYemment Aircraft 
Arr: Guam 2230 

24 Sep Dep: G\W:1 06.3.3 GoTernclent Aircra...~ 
Arr: To!qo 1300 

28 Sep De::>: Tcl:;:o lJl5 Gonrmcnt. !ircr:i.tt. 
International Date Line 

28 Sep ~: 1':1duey 054.5 
Dep: Hidway 0645 Gov~t .drcr'-1.ft 
irr: Honolulu rn l4l5 

1 Oct Dep: Honolulu '!'H 1145 GoYernment Airer .4't. 
2 Oct jrr: Travi.a AFB 0230 

Dep: Travis Arn 0~30 Goverme.."lt. .Auto 
Arr: San Francisco 0430 
Dep: Sa:i Fr.3.nciBCO 0815 Cot:cereial Aircra.rt 
Arr: Chicago l64S 
Dep: Chicago l8lS Com:ncrcia1 Aircraft 
Arri .. aabi ngt.on 2140 


