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Report on Trip to Forward Area 

Chiet 1 Weather Branch 

1. llST AIMTIONS VISITED 1 

USARPAC 
Cll:CPAC 

I/1991 

20 Oct 1953 

Det.acbmont. 11 AF ca.bridge Research Cent.er 1 Wheel.eP AFB 
~ Conmd.saioner Trut Terr1.tor:lea lalanda ot the Pac!.tic, HonolW.u 
S7th St.rat Reaon Squadron, Hickam AFB 
u.s •.. eather Bureau, Honolulu 
l~aval Station, Kwajalein 
Roneerik Atoll 
Eniwetok Ialand 
Parry l Bl.and 
Bikini Atoll 
AF Typhoon · .. a.ming Ccmtcr, And.c~on A.1;"31 Guam 
54th Strat Rccon Squadron, " " n 
2l43rd Air .. eathcr \;int:, Tok}~ 

lOSALAMOS 

111111 111: 
01761869 

To coordinate pl'8pa.l"&tions tor CASTLE weather aertice, to ascertain 1t 
adequate procresa is being made to aet up the CASTLE weather aervico and to briet 
'Various col'!lma.Dders on the weather service requirements and preparations for CASTLS. 

a. Preparations tor CASTLE weather aenice are progressing mrc:.'lCl.y well. 
&~o major action itm:m U'8 pending at the present time. Al.moat al.1 it.ams were reaol'n4 
on-the-spot .• 1.th individ.uala concerned. 

b. The undanignecl tranled andor the authority of TO 1l3S dated 25 AUc,tfUSt 
1953, and was accompanied b7 Lt.Col H. H. Slat.er and l:&J F • F • Bobinaon. Copies ot 
their trip report.a are im:loaed. The three ot WI visited all ot the &bow listed 
1nat.allationa 1n Ha.U.1 lwajalein and ai!.wt.ok. Ha.1 Robinaoll also visited Kuaaie, 
Majuro am Ponape 1n the l1ne vi.th !J.la desire to R1"N7 the ocmdit.iona at all or the 
outl11.ng weather islands. Ltcol Sl&ter accmapanied me on t.o Gu.am and Tolqo 'WbUe 
V..aj Robinaon returned. to Hickam and t.ha u. s. 

c. or p&l"t.icular int.el"ellt w.a & rl.ait to USARPAC 'Whllr'e Dr. c. E. Palmer of 
Deta.chmont l, AFCRC, Dr. 0raftll1 Gen Field.a, LtCol George H. Duncan, Col!ma.nder ot 
Detachment l, AFCRC and the undersigned visited 'Mith Gen Clarkaon concerning the Pate
Pall:ier report.. It was decided that Dr. Palmer and Dr. GraTes wuld go on record 
otrichll7 as to their teel5nga regarding the Pate-Palmer Report.J Dr. Pahler made it 
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clear that he was t.ho author or ozi11' t.ho t1nt. tlm cb&pt.era ot t.he report. J that 
he de31red to go cm NOOl'd u aw:h11 and u well, to .tat.e what the aenral 
aeriows edit.lng .-ron ,,... t.bat appeared 1n the ftniahed report.. Dr. Palmr 
wrote a mam> to Dr. Grans on t.J:d.a matt... Dr. GraYeS 1a to toll.ow up on this 
80 aa to make it. a at.t.er ot oltic1al l"900rd. 

d. f.'•ther-wiae, t.be Um apeat. vit.h the people at Det.acbme:lt. 11 A.FCRC 
vu the 1Dst. truS.t.M.. D.t-a,41ed and ~ft diacuaions vere had with Dr. 
Palmer, Col Dm1can and o1'ber llllllben or t.be Mt.acbmant. The eanplet.e course ot 
1ndoc:t.riD&t.1on ot t.be \i•thel' Centnl penoanel vu agreed vpm, and it is 1113' 
feeling t.hat it is an at.nmell' w1l t.bought out. am camprebena1ve course. It 
vu concluded 'bJ' all aoncemad that. due to the tut t.hat. all llbota vere during 
darkness,, pl'ior to d8i1 break,, it. -..ou.14 be mn111•H-"7 to pertorm an tqM1n:l 
special veather reconna1aaance tligbt. Jut. pr.tor to each detOnation. It vu 
telt th::.t better vtJ11zat.1on could be gai."led bT pertormir.g the normal routine 
voather reconnaissance ld.sslona or two tlJ.gbt.s per ~· throughout the entiN 
period o! operationaJ at leut this procedure v1ll be used at first. Thia vaa 
the particular reeo&11ei:wtation ot Dr. Pal.mer a1nee be felt that t.he vr..lu.e t.o be 
gained fl'Qtl a recormaiasance mission during the hours or darkness m.s question
able L"ld dubious. 

a. 1-z. Fr-"'1lk A. Ketcalf, High Cor:a:d.ssioner,, Trwst Territories Island.a 
o: t.h<. 1 · acific was r...ait.ed concerning atablisbmcnt or our out.l.yine weather 
atat..io:-.:s on islands under his contl"tll; he grne us com:;>lete and umst.intod assist
ance and coopera"..ion. Ke was so 'ftl";). cooperat1Te that. upon res.chine: t.be outl11.ng 
isl.Jne.::i, it lll&8 tound that there were tew problms ZoftM1nin.:. to be solved,, at 
least coordir.ation-wiae. 

t. Court.es,- viait.s vere paid t.o St.a.rt Aerolorist, ci:.cr:Ac, CIC, Fleet. 
::eat.her Ccr.tr~ at Pearl Harbor and ~:r. Gordon D. Cart111.rl.ght, OlC ot l:Onol.W.u 
•. eat.her Bureau. Mr. Cart.vright. is 1n charge or t.he presentq est..:Wllshed 
.. eat.her ..;'Urcau Station at Ponape. He could foresee B:> problms ir: aca3..n est.ab
llshin,: our st.:ltior.s tor CASTLE:. He did. ~eat that I r.ait Dr. Reichelderfer, 
Chiat, U. S. LeathOl" Bureau here 1n ~.ashingt,on, concer.aing delineation of 
respor.si'billt.ies and disposition of obsenat.iona durL-.g our t..enure at Pompa. 

g. Tbe S?Ui St.rat a.con Squadron bad no major problems to discuss. 
Reccmnaiaaance t..N.Cks to be used dv1ng the operat.ion were discu.aaed. and decided 
llpOn b7 all concomod. These -~ will be oonaiderabl;r •' n;>" N.ed 1u oom
pari.aOn to those 1111acl 1n pnvtous test.a. 

h. All personnel at the Naval St.at.ion, lajale1n were mat cooperatiw 
and helprul.. Admiral Cluke and Capt. Soo7 practJ.calJ¥ p.1 aced all the ta.cil1tiea 
of their st.ation at our disposal. They tumished transport.at.ion to all t.he out.
l11.ng is1'mis in a most camnendable manner • 
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1. The t.rip t.o i1o11gcr1k Atoll is d1acwssed 1n Maj Robinson t ~ report.. 
This va.s a 11>at 1nt.erat.~ visit. to an uninM.bit.ed island. 

,j. Col Laht.i and Col St.al'kt17 at Enio1etok 1f8l"9 alao quite eooperatiTe 
arid helpfUl. Fac:U1t.iea tor the .at.bar oen\Nl _.. impect.ecl and tound to '8 
lld.equat.e. I Yi.sit.eel '4th Mr. Bard1llon at. PU'l7 to tind 1r t.hel'e wre arI1' cU.8-
...;anciea int.he weather Hl'ri.c:e belng ott...S. tot.he H&M people. He felt 
t.bat. it. waa adequat.e. I &1ao dait.ecl B51c1 n4 and t01IDd the wat.ber aeni.ce at 
t.bat. locat.ion &1.ao to be cequate. 

k. Tbe uai•t.ance nquil"ed ot VIGbllr perwmel on oaaa .. obta.inC. 
The TJPboon .• U'Ding Cent.er ld.l1 fUnd.ab u with owt.dll wathlr data &ml tba 
S4th st.rat. aeoon Squdzion ,.ui uaiat. in t.beir mrmal l'Oatine nconndaNnoe 
activities. The Floot. ·~eat.bar Ce!lt.ral at Gum can also help, it th07 are nulled. 

l. Col James T. Tvaddall, Jr., Cdr 2J4'1"d Air \i•ther ·.:iile vu cont.aAe4 
concernille receipt ot analpea and torecuta frcm the Tolqo iieathor Central in 
t.be TF ~eather Central. These it.ma he qreed apon i•wliat~ but. t.here 1a & 
problem as to tacaimUe t.r&nmiasion bet.ween Tolqo and :sn111etok. He took t.b1a 
t.o be a ma.tter tor his own aohltion and consequ~ relioved us of 8ZJ7 turther 
responsibility on tb1s problem. 

.. On the ret.um t.rip t.hl'outb Hom]13Ju, cert.ain or t.he individll&la 
ldlo ware ~ Tiait.ed VtlN acain cont.act.ad and nrbal report.a ginn to thea 
&8 to what t.ranapil"ed during our nsit 1n the torward area. 

4. R:~COf. K:JIDATIOJ~ I 

a. That t.he Chier. u. s. i·:e&ther ~be contacted ooncerziiJlt the 
ue or Ponape (W.. baa bee done and all mat.t..-a ~ reaoi...s.. aee Dr t.o AC 
of.:>, J-3, subject.a •eontvence at. u.s. ~ther ~re Trust Terr1tol7 ~•t.hw 
Statians, dated 8 Oct 195311). 

b. That t.he UP-Wind epecia.l veath_. reoonna1uance tl1gbt. not. be 
plannod and that mma.l da1J¥ ncomet-.ume be used 1n 11• t..heraor. 

c. That. the fur'm11e broa4caat. ~ Tok;Jg to Eniwetok 'be imprond 
(Ud.a •ttar 1a l>eing N90lftd 1n the tield bJ" A1r ·.;eather Senice And .UCS 
pel"llOJUl81) • ;;.:.-

4. That. BAI.BOK<> and CURTISs• aa wll. aa the ESTE3 take oart.a1n wat.h• 
obaenationa during t.he OO\ll"'Se ot the ~Uon (this •t.tw bu bam rwolftd 
wit.h CTG 7.3 and t.be requirment 1a P1"9Soat.l.T 1n oar Opl1aD 3-53) • 

. •• Tb.at a let.tar or apprecia.t.1.on be .-1.tt.m to Admiral Clarice at. 
Kwa.jalein expressing the thanks of t.bia beadquart.wa tor bis cooperation and 



assistance durine this Tiait. (A dra.ft. let.t81" bu been torwarded ( t.brougb AC ot 
s, .J-3) to Gen Clarkson tor bis ait,tl&tvn). 

t. That. oert&1n kq personnel 1n the Air ileat.her Serrice ~ 1mit.od 
u ottic1al obHrnN or riaiton d.w1Dg t.be 00\INe ot Open.Uon CASTLE at 
F.niwtok. It ia nggatad part.1.c:ular~ tb&t. KeJGm 1;. o. Sent.er or BrigGm 
1'bcmlu s. Koorman, Jr., Cdr and Depaty Cdr ot \be ill' W•t.hor SC"ri.ce and Col 
Juu T. Tvaddell be 1m1W. 

&• ~ 1t.Sl8 WN discuued and nooaaendationa llllde ooncern1De t.hmJ 
all were eolTed cm-the-spot, nth the people coneemed. 

J l."lcls: 
l. l ti."lerary 
2. Lt::ol :i~'\ter report. on 

trip to forward are.:i 
:;. :~aj ·1.obinaon report on 

;jur\"~;," trip to ~l4tlyir.,: 
.. t:at.~cr 131.and& 

c. D. OOla;J? 
Lt.Col, USAF 
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